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A FAITH IN THE FUTURE.  A BELIEF IN ACTION.

A PUBLICATION OF THE LONG BEACH SECTION OF NATIONAL COUNCIL OF JEWISH WOMEN 

Pillars
If you want to go fast, go alone.

If you want to go far, go together

Those of us who are part of National 
Council of Jewish Women Long 

Beach have a shared unity and purpose: to 
advance social and economic justice for all 
women, children and families.

How do we go about doing this in our community? By 
identifying priorities in Advocacy, Community Service, 
Education/Programs (our core modes of activity) and acting 
on them. In some cases, NCJW Long Beach has been 
collaborating with community organizations for many years 
and continues to do so.

Examples of these ongoing collaborations include:

For the Child, a child abuse prevention, education and 
counseling organization for child victims of abuse, neglect and 
violence. Our members gather at a tea to provide food for 
Thanksgiving.

Jewish Family and Children’s Service, serving adults, 
couples and families with life challenges and mental health 
issues. They provide counseling and support services. NCJW 
Long Beach provides funding for support of emergency 
services.

Department of Children and Family Services 
(DCFS): This public agency places foster children with 
families in Los Angeles County. NCJW Long Beach has had 
a long-standing program to provide varied items for personal 
hygiene, education and helpful tools that assist the children’s 
transition from their home to a new environment. This is our 
Hug Pack project.

Early Childhood Committee of Long Beach (ECE):  
NCJW Long Beach provides volunteers and leadership 
for Kindergarten Festivals (K-Fests) from January through 
March at local schools. While parents and their soon-to-be 
kindergarten children learn about school and receive health 
and other services, our volunteers register families, provide 
back packs filled with materials donated by Long Beach 
Unified School District (LBUSD) and feed volunteers. Our 

leaders collaborate with Early Childhood Education of Long 
Beach (ECE) and the planning committee to ensure successful 
outcomes.

Long Beach Human Trafficking Taskforce: The 
mission of this organization is a multi-disciplinary, survivor-
centered, collaborative effort by law enforcement agencies and 
community-based organizations to combat human trafficking. 
NCJW Long Beach has contributing representatives on this 
task force and provides volunteers for their yearly educational 
event.

Project Shabbat: A senior outreach program at 
Bixby Towers that lovingly provides seniors at this facility 
with opportunities to express their Jewish values through 
celebration of holidays, music and customs.

Long Beach City College Homelessness and Food 
Insecurity: We have received information that 66% of 
Community College students face food insecurity and 20% 
face housing insecurity. An NCJW Long Beach Community 
Service representative is working on a task force and through 
a tribute program, NCJW is providing over-the-counter 
nutrition.

Our Board has been working on identifying issues of 
public concern that resonate with our mission: voting rights, 
reproductive justice, homelessness, court appointments, 
economic justice, immigration reform to name a few. In so 
doing, we are now looking at other community organizations 
we can work with to accomplish these goals.

Some of the organizations that we will be considering for 
coalition building or collaboration are:

League of Women Voters
Clergy and Laity United for Economic Justice (C.L.U.E.)
California Conference for Equality and Justice (CCEJ)
 • Indivisible
 • American Association of University Women
 • Long Beach Gray Panthers
 • Long Beach Immigration Rights Coalition
 • Children’s Advocacy Center
 • Planned Parenthood

uFrom the President’s Desk - Shaping the Future 
By Linda Calderón, President, NCJW Long Beach

Continued on page 2
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uNCJW CA Legislative Roundup 2016-2017
By Linda C. Fox, Executive V-P and State Policy Advocate 2014-2017

The current legislative session in Sacramento has come 
to a close, and NCJW CA has had great success! Thank 

you to all who emailed, called, and visited legislators, signed 
petitions, went to rallies and spread the word through our 
social media. Each of your actions helped bend the arc toward 
justice. 

The priority state bills/issues NCJW CA focused on 
throughout the session and lobbied for at Lobby Day 2017 
in Sacramento on May 1 were grouped in three areas – 
immigrant justice, economic justice, and anti-human trafficking 
measures. The results are below:

• SB54 (Kevin de León), The California Values Act was 
signed into law by the Governor before the October 
deadline. This is the so-called “Sanctuary State” bill and 
is a victory for Immigrant Justice. As members of a broad 
interfaith coalition Catholics, Protestants, Quakers, and 
Jews – this Act was seen as both a moral and political 
imperative.

• AB 60 (Miguel Santiago and Lorena Gonzales Fletcher), 
Childcare Protections for Working Families Act, a bill to 
ensure that parents earning minimum wage are able to 
keep affordable childcare by raising income eligibility and 
updating guidelines that had been frozen for over a decade. 
This request was rolled into the approved state budget, 
restoring $58 million to expand subsidized childcare and 
revise the guidelines to more accurately reflect the slightly 
increased earnings of low-income parents due to the 50 
cents an hour minimum wage increase. 

 Governor Brown signed the two NCJW CA co-sponsored 
human trafficking bills: 

• AB 260 (Miguel Santiago) and SB 225 (Henry Stern). 
Together they will enhance the law that NCJW CA co-
sponsored in 2012 requiring businesses to post information 
about human trafficking and the national hotline number 

in view of the public. Thanks to the passage of AB 260, the 
types of businesses required to post now include hotels, 
motels, and other transient lodging establishments. SB 225 
modernizes the preferred method of communication by 
victims and community by adding the text number of the 
National Human Trafficking Hotline (BeFree or 233733) 
to the notice. 

Advocacy works! Consider becoming part of 
efforts that help heal the world, one action at a 
time. Here are some ways you can join in:

NCJW, Inc. On the national website www.ncjw.org 
under “Jewish Women Speak Up,” there is an orange button 
that says Take Action. Click on that button and things you can 
do appear, under three headings: 

(1) By Yourself, (2) With Your Friends, (3) In Your 
Community

Under each of these you are given two current “issues” or 
advocacy topics to consider. Click the “Take Action” orange 
button under each one for information about a variety of 
suggested actions. Some take just a few minutes while others 
are more wide-ranging in scope.

We encourage all NCJW members to take advantage of 
this advocacy tool to become and stay informed AND TAKE 
ACTION!

•  NCJW CA  If you are not yet part of NCJW CA’s Rapid 
Response Team, please consider joining with the 75 NCJW 
members around the state. You will receive Action Alerts 
on a few selected state bills which ask for a few minutes 
of your time to send an email or make a call, and scripts 
are provided. Join by sending your contact information to 
ncjwcaclaire@gmail.com

If you know who your State Senator and Assembly 
Representatives are, please include their names as well. 

The Talmud says,
 Do not be dauntedby the enormity of the world‘s grief.
 Do justly , now.
 Love mercy, now.
 Walk humbly, now.
 You are not obligated to do the work,
 But neither are you free to abandon it.

Won’t you join us in our efforts 
to heal the world?

President’s Desk, continued from page 1

By Barbara Millman, V-P Programs

On Thursday, December 7, at 7 p.m. at Temple Israel of 
Long Beach we will have the opportunity to learn about 

the latest accomplishments and challenges that face the Long 
Beach Unified School District directly from our superintendent, 
Chris Steinhauser. 

Bring your questions and concerns for the discussion after 
his presentation. There is no charge. This event is cosponsored 
by NCJW Long Beach and Temple Israel.

uAn Evening with Superintendent 
Chris Steinhauser 
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uOur Annual Charter Day Will Honor Past President Ann Millman 
And Cal State Long Beach President Jane Close Conoley

At our 72nd Charter Day 
event next year, NCJW 

will present its highest honor to 
two outstanding women who 
have made a major difference 
in their own way and in their 
own ‘theater of operations’ 
on Sunday, February 18, 
2018 at The Grand. Chaired 
by Tila Carrol and her 
committee, the day will begin 
at 11:00 a.m. and celebrate 
our diversity, strengths and 
accomplishments since 1945. 

Dr. Jane Close Conoley, president of 
California State University Long Beach, and 
Ann Millman, past president of NCJW Long 
Beach, will each receive NCJW’s prestigious 
Hannah G. Solomon Award.

The decision was not a difficult one, 
said Linda C. Fox, chair of the Charter 
Day Hannah G. Solomon Award Selection 
Committee. “After deciding to honor 
both a member of NCJW Long Beach 
and a member of the greater community, 
the names of our two nominees were 
unanimous choices, because they exemplify 
and promote the values and principles upon 
which National Council of Jewish women 
was founded -- to improve the quality of life 
and equality of opportunity for everyone,” 
Fox said.

Dr. Conoley, the seventh and 
first female president of CSULB, was 
also chosen for many other reasons, in 
particular, her strong interest in family 
life, her close relationship to our Jewish 
community, her strong opposition to the 
boycott, divestment and sanction movement against Israel 
and speaking out against the shameful neo Nazi march at the 
University of Virginia in Charlottesville. 

As a strong supporter of her students at Cal State, when a 
former student and mother of three was killed in the recent 
Las Vegas massacre, her words, in part, conveyed her caring 
and connection to the student community and staff: “This 
is the time for us to come together as a community with 
compassion and empathy. You can show your support by 
your positive actions, such as donating blood or contributing 
to victims’ funds. Let’s continue to be good to each other and 
take care of those who are affected by this tragedy.”

 Conoley is also a vocal 
supporter of students (more 
than 200 have been identified 
already) who may be under 
duress financially and suffering 
through homelessness and 
hunger. 

Besides writing 21 books 
and more than 100 papers 
and chapters, she has 
presented papers and lectured 
throughout the world on 
educational and mental health 

issues. She was the chair of the UC System-
wide Science and Mathematics Initiative 
Executive Committee and participated in 
the development of a UC Santa Barbara 
campus-wide strategy to increase the quality, 
quantity and diversity of science, technology, 
engineering, and mathematics majors who 
choose to pursue a career in teaching. The 
president has also served as Chancellor of 
UC Riverside, dean at UC Santa Barbara 
and Texas A & M University, among other 
leadership roles.

She has expressed her pleasure with the 
progress of the Jewish Studies Program at 
CSULB and its advisory board, and her pride 
in the university’s support of Veterans and 
the G,L,B,T, Q community. 

Born in Bronx, New York, Dr. Conoley 
is a graduate of the College of New 
Rochelle and received her doctorate from 
the University of Texas at Austin in school 
psychology. She presently serves on the 
boards of Long Beach Memorial Medical 
Center, Long Beach Public Library and the 
LA Economic Development Council among 

others. She is married to Dr. Collie W. Conoley and is the 
mother of three adult children and five grandchildren-- four 
of them Jewish, she said.

Ann Millman is known for her exemplary leadership 
during her presidency of our NCJW board, as well as serving 
as NCJW’s California State Policy Advocate. During the 
period when we had no single president but relied, instead, 
on the help of our vice presidents to act as pro tempore 
leaders, she was the “glue” that held us together. She became 
mentor, confidant and “shadow leader” until we could identify 
a candidate for president. In essence, she was our umbrella, 

Continued on page 4

Dr. Jane Conoley Ann Millman
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our “rod and our staff!”
Ann was born in Fond du Lac, Wisconsin, and raised in Toledo, 

Ohio, the oldest child with four younger brothers in a large close-
knit Conservative family. She attended the Cincinnati Conservatory 
and graduated from the University of Toledo, then married her 
husband of 60 years, Bill Millman. 

The couple moved to Gainesville, Fla. while Bill earned his Ph.D., 
then they moved to Atlanta where Bill taught at Georgia Tech and 
Ann was employed as a social worker by JFCS. They spent the next 
30 years in State College, Pa. where Dr. Millman was on the faculty 
at Penn State.

Over the years they became deeply involved in helping to build 
the small Jewish community there. Ann served as the president of 
the local Sisterhood and later, B’nai B’rith Women.  At the same 
time she was employed as a realtor, and accompanied Suzuki 
violin classes on the piano. In addition, she directed a small choir 
for her congregation, while raising three children. Today they 
enjoy the pleasures of having two granddaughters and three step 
granddaughters.

In 1994, after early retirement and followed by a major move to 
Long Beach, she and Bill joined Temple Beth Shalom where they put 
their extensive skills and talents to work. Ann expresses her love of 
singing, as her voice can be heard in the temple choir.

But in addition to her involvement in temple life is her interest 
in tikkun olam—or repairing the world. ”I wanted to be involved in 
a progressive women’s group in order to help make a difference in 
the world and to meet other women who shared my values. I was 
always inspired by the activities of the women in my family, going back 
to my mother,” Ann remarked, even going back to her grandmother 
and great grandmother. In the tiny northern Michigan town where 
her great-grandparents settled, she said, there was always ”an open 
door” for kosher meals and Shabbat accommodations for traveling 
Jewish peddlers.

 Now, her involvement with NCJW has been the perfect fit 
for her, and we are proud that she has provided us with her many 
talents and energy.

Charter Day will have more information for our members in 
forthcoming e-blasts and Pillars.

Invitations with response cards will be in your mailbox soon. You 
may want to become a Jewel! So be sure to make your reservation 
as quickly as possible, when it arrives. This is one Charter Day you 
won’t want to miss! February 18 will be here before you realize it.

Tribute Funds
We thank all these donors who have 
acknowledged other members, family 

and friends on special circumstances in their lives with  
contributions to our organization.

To Reason / From Fund

Lauren Rips In memory of your beloved father
 Barbara Cohen CSNF
Donna Smiedt In memory of your beloved mother
 Barbara Cohen CSNF
all our new members:  
 Welcome & thanks for choosing NCJW!
 Harriette Ellis    SF
Debi Felsenthal   

Missing your dear mom & my dear friend
 Harriette Ellis SF
Sylvia Manheim     Hurry and get well.  We miss you.
 Harriette Ellis     SF
Audrey Zahler  

Happy Birthday on your very very special birthday!
 Joan Leb CSNF
 Harriette Ellis SF
 Rhoda Orenstein   SOF

 GF-General Fund  HPF-Hug Pack Fund  
 DVF-Domestic Violence Fund   SOF-Senior Outreach Fund  
 SF-Scholarship Fund   KFF-Kindergarten Festival Fund   

  CSNF-College Student Nutrition Fund

Please send your tributes to Audrey Zahler. 

NCJW sends deepest 
condolences to:

Garrett Moskal, husband of Micki 
Sangster, a long time member of 
NCJW, who recently died.

NCJW sends hearty get well 
greetings to: 

our intrepid Sylvia Manheim, who fell 
and broke her hip. 

our section’s Secretary, Joanne Levy, 
who broke her elbow.

Caring 
CORNER

If you know of any of our members 
who are ill, please contact us at:  info@

ncjwlongbeach.org.  NCJW wants to know!

Charter Day, continued from page 3

One of our eagle-eyed members found an earring after 
everyone left NCJW’s last meeting featuring “For the Child” 

on November 2 at the Alpert JCC.  Was it you? It is  diamond 
shaped with a mother-of-pearl center surrounded by a burnished 
gold filigree frame. Call Harriette, if you are the owner or know the 
owner. We will save it for you! 

uLose an Earring?
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By Linda C. Fox, Executive V-P  

Next year at our Adie Holzman Mini-Conference, we will 
present “The Fight for Justice and Safety: Anti-Semitism 

and Racism in a Context of Community and Civic Values,” on 
Sunday, March 4, 2018, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Alpert 
Jewish Community Center. NCJW’s annual mini-conference is 
named to honor the memory of our long-time advocate and 
mentor, Adie Holzman.

We members of NCJW’s Advocacy and Programs 
committees believe that Adie would be extremely excited 
about this program were she alive today. She held many 
positions in our Section and at the national level of NCJW 
as well and did so with energy, enthusiasm, and organization, 
coupled with her infectious smile and strong desire for social 
justice. 

The conference will include a morning inter-personal 
and thought-provoking workshop; after lunch, there will be 
breakout sessions in which all attendees will be involved.

Ilana Kaufman, guest leader for the event, describes the 
topic --so timely in our current environment --in the following 
manner:

“How can we as Jews connect the dots between our 
communal core values, our civic values and the rising visibility 
of racism and anti-Semitism?  What do we need to practice to 
be strong in our identities as Jews – both as allies and those 
vulnerable – in the fight for justice and safety in all communities? 

This workshop will explore the dynamic conditions around us, and 
provide information and practices to strengthen our community’s 
resistance to racism and anti-Semitism.”

Ms. Kaufman is the Public Affairs and Civic Engagement 
Director, East Bay, for the San Francisco-based Jewish 
Community Relations Council and one of 30 distinguished 
international leaders holding a Schusterman Fellowship. 

Educator, intellectual architect, community builder, and 
leadership developer for more than two decades, Kaufman 
is a thought leader on the importance of grappling with 
race and racism in the Jewish community with a focus on 
the connection between Jewish community, identity, values, 
and social justice. She has published articles in the Forward, 
Sh’ma, eJewish Philanthropy, and the Foundation Review and 
is co-author of the chapter on racial justice in the upcoming 
Central Conference of American Rabbis (CCAR) book, 
“Moral Resistance and Spiritual Authority.”

Join NCJW Long Beach and Ilana Kaufman as we become 
educated about the interconnected nature of racism and anti-
Semitism and learn how best to respond to the challenges we 
face today. A light breakfast and full lunch will be provided at 
a cost of $18; scholarships are available. 

This mini-conference is made possible, in part, by a 
generous grant from the Barbara Alpert National Council 
of Jewish Women Endowment of the Jewish Community 
Foundation of Greater Long Beach and West Orange County.

uThe Adie Holzman Mini-Conference You Won’t Want to Miss,  
So Be Sure to Save the Date:  March 4, 2018

“For the Child”  
Drew a Large Crowd

uBringing Shabbat to Our 
Seniors at Bixby Towers on 
Atlantic Ave.
By Jeanne Halliday

Once a month, NCJW puts on a Shabbat 
service and oneg for the residents at the Bixby 

Towers. On Friday, October 6, Jeanne Halliday and 
Marilyn Day conducted a Sukkot service with all the 
important accoutrements, including a lulav and etrog 
from Israel. 

Afterwards, the happy group welcomed Shabbat 
with lighting the candles and saying the kiddish and 
ha motsi. The oneg goodies were provided by Bixby 
Towers. There was also a ripe juicy pomegranate 
to open and taste. For some of the residents it was 
their first experience. 

The next Shabbat service will be Friday, December 
1. We will be celebrating an early Chanukah!  If 
anyone would like to join Jeanne and Marilyn in this 
enjoyable mitzvah, please call Jeanne or email her.
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uDon’t You Just Hate Meetings?
By Michelle Gordon, Co V-P Membership

Hate meetings! That has always been my opinion. 
Despite years of serving on two boards and innumerable 

committees, I have always hated meetings...up until now.
Now I see the world changing. My world has changed. 

America has changed. Not for the better. There is no longer 
room for hate in my heart...not even hate for meetings. 
There is only the strongest desire to take action, to DO 
SOMETHING, and to fight for the principles I hold dear with 
love and compassion.

I now have found a place to do that. NCJW Long Beach 
and NCJW, Inc. are fighting for my principles. Each 
and every one of them (see below). I do not need to keep 
searching or reinvent the wheel. I just have to stop hating 
meetings.

The last two 
weeks I have attend-
ed six productive 
meetings and one 
eye-opening event 
-- Pastry & Politics 
on reproductive 
rights -- for NCJW 
Long Beach. I have 
found the women 
of this organization 
to be well-informed, 
educated, passionate, and purposeful. As with every group 
there are a variety of opinions and personalities and an op-
portunity for my own personal growth.

I am learning to listen better, cease judging and understand 
that my way is not necessarily the only or best way (yes, I 
have control issues!). 

I am learning to look past our different styles and approaches 
and focus on our common goals – fighting for our shared 
principles through Advocacy opportunities, making the world 
a better place through our Community Service activities, and 
educating our community through a variety of Programs. 

I am learning that being a small cog in a big wheel is a good 
thing. My job as Co-Vice President of Membership, along 
with amazing Co-Chairs Michelle Sztraicher and Stephany 
Rosenthal, is to bring in dedicated, active members and 
encourage our current members to become more involved. 
We bring in the members and our V.P.’s of Legislation and 
Advocacy, Community Service, and Programs put us all to 
work. 

Please join us, please encourage your friends to join us, 
please attend an event or volunteer for a community service 
project. I can’t guarantee that you will stop hating meetings, 
but I can guarantee that you will feel empowered, appreciated 
and proud of being a member of NCJW.

NCJW Principles
These principles are fundamental beliefs of the National 

Council of Jewish Women. They are basic to and inherent 
in all specific resolutions (view the 2017-2018 Resolutions 
at NCJW.org/section resources/educational information for 
leaders/2017-2018 resolutions) 

1.  Individual liberties and rights guaranteed by the 
Constitution are keystones of a free and pluralistic 
society and must be protected

2.  Religious liberty and the separation of religion and state 
are constitutional principles that must be protected and 
preserved in order to maintain our democratic society,

3.  Human rights and dignity are fundamental and must be 
guaranteed to all individuals.

4.  All individuals have the right to live in a world at peace, 
free from violence and persecution.

5.  A democratic society and its people must value diversity 
and promote mutual understanding and respect for all.

6.  Equal rights and equal opportunities for all people must 
be guaranteed, and all forms of discrimination must be 
eliminated by leveraging our diverse backgrounds, beliefs, 
cultures, genders, abilities, races, sexual orientations, and 
socio-economic status.

7.  Social justice efforts must be informed and guided by 
the leadership and experience of communities most 
impacted.

8.  The continuity of the Jewish people and its heritage, and 
respect for and among all streams of Judaism, must be 
assured from generation to generation.

9.  The survival and security of the State of Israel and the 
establishment of a just and permanent peace are central 
to the Jewish people and vital to the interests of the 
United States.

10.  A democratic society must provide for the needs of 
those unable to provide for themselves.

11.  Mental and physical health, education, and human 
services must be affordable, coordinated, comprehensive, 
accessible, inclusive, and sufficiently funded.

12.  An educated and informed public is fundamental to a 
democratic society.

13.  The protection, preservation, and restoration of the 
environment is vital to a sustainable future.

14.  A democratic society depends on the collective efforts 
of the public, private, and not-for-profit sectors and is 
strengthened by the commitment and contribution of 
volunteers.
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NCJW Members at Games Day!

Laurie Arroyo

Jessie Butler

Diana Marder

Donna Mitnick

Laurel Perry

Carol Weinfeld

uNew Members
We are delighted to welcome these new members to our  

section of NCJW. We hope you will greet them at our meetings and 
introduce yourself.

We suggest you cut out these additions and changes to our 
membership and paste them into your  

2016-2018 NCJW directory.

uAdvocacy at Your Own Pace
By Sherri Sobel and Lisa Raufman, Advocacy Co V-Ps

One of our core values is to make our voices heard 
for or against issues. Some of us are engaged in our 

Advocacy Committee, many in other committees, many 
focusing on one or more specific issues. 

However you define your level of direct participation, 
you can be an “armchair advocate” in the comfort of your 
own home, and just as you wish. First: on your computer, 
go to NCJW.org, and our national organization will list 
both issues of interest, and direct action agendas. To 
determine your legislators, go to Google, and put in 
“findmyrepresentativeca.” 

Finally, we urge you to join us in enrolling in our 
NCJW California Rapid Response Team, which asks for 
direct and swift action regarding bills and other issues of 
interest. To do that, you can e-mail Claire Lipschultz, our 
state policy advocate, or we can send you the forms to 
fill out, with Claire’s address.

 We are looking forward to more excitement as the 
issues coalesce in the new year. Be there or be square! 
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uReport on the 2017 Long Beach Inter-faith Summit on Homelessness
By Lisa Raufman, Co V-P Legislation and Advocacy

The Co-Vice President of Community Service Barbara 
Cohen and Co-Vice President of Advocacy and 

Legislation , Lisa Raufman attended the Long Beach Inter-Faith 
Summit on Homelessness on Wednesday, October 11 along 
with over 100 attendees from various city and faith-based 
agencies. The following information should be useful for those 
who attended our last mini conference in March. 

What We Learned:  Most new homeless people are 
homeless after losing a job and then their homes, and, unlike 
the popular message, less than half have mental problems. In 
all of L.A County, only Long Beach has reduced the number of 
homeless people.  Most of our Veteran homeless population 
have found placement.  The official count for all homeless 
in Long Beach is 1863 with 1208 unsheltered (93% on the 
streets; 7% in vehicles) and 655 sheltered (54% in Emergency 
shelters and 45% in transitional housing).  Seventy percent are 
male; 17% veterans.  The count was conducted in January.  The 
problem is that the count only includes those who self- reported 
that they are homeless.

We heard about city services, volunteer groups, and from 
a panel of Outreach police officers about what was available. 
Long Beach is receiving new County funds.   We learned it is 
more important to get the homeless to the right services than to 
give money or food directly to the homeless!  

What We Can Do: The most important message 
from this summit was that volunteers are needed to staff 
some services at the many churches providing services (e.g. 
welcome people, hand out supplies, clothes and food).  They 

are often looking for pro-bono services from doctors, lawyers, 
hairdressers, etc. All services can use back to school supplies, 
travel sized hygiene products, tube socks, home goods and 
gift certificates. (A sample baggie with water, toothpaste, 
shampoo, soap, Nature Valley bar, and Pocket Resource 
Guide was given to each participant.)  Call 211 for emergency 
services! Hotline:  562-570-4550 (listed in Pocket Guide.)

Additionally, emergency housing, and low-cost housing  are  
needed.  The city is looking for more landlords who will take 
Section 8 vouchers (and we don’t have many landlords who 
will take approximately $1100 for a one-bedroom family.)  
There are “wrap around services for renters.”

The next most important message is that free food/ food 
banks can be found every day of the week!  We all need 
to give out the Pocket Guide Resource Directory  
(pick up at City Hall, the Multi-service Center, and the Health 
Dept) that informs the homeless where to go for food and 
services, such as showers.  The main places with the most 
services are the Long Beach Multi-Service Center, 1301 
W. 12 Street ,(562] 570-6711, and the Long Beach Rescue 
Mission (562) 591-1292, and the Mental Health America 
“The Village,” Homeless Assistance Program (HAP), 456 Elm 
Street, (562) 437-6717.

The good news is that there will be follow up meetings 
January 17, 6 p.m. on Housing and 7 p.m. on Mentoring; on 
January 18 at 5 p.m. on Education, 6 p.m. on 24 hour care, 
and 7 p.m. on Prevention, all based  at the Long Beach Rescue 
Mission.

By Barbara Millman, V-P Programs

P lan to attend the Shirley Stein NCJW Book Review co-
sponsored by Sharon Carmel Hadassah on Tuesday, 

January 16, 2018 at 10:30 am. It will be held at The Grand, 
which is located at 4101 E. Willow St. in Long Beach. Barry 
Mitnick will review “Hillbilly Elegy” by J.D. Vance, a book that 
was at the top of the New York Best Seller List for over a 
year. 

Vance offers a perspective which will help you to 
understand a population of our country that has never been 
given a respectable voice. It is a beautifully woven memoir of 
a family and a culture in crisis. 

This review is made possible, in part, by a grant from 
the Barbara Alpert National Council of Jewish Women 
Endowment of the Jewish Community Foundation of Greater 
Long Beach and West Orange County. To assure your 
reservation, please send a check to NCJW by January 10 for 
$32 to Judy Leff.

uShirley Stein Book Review of  
“Hillbilly Elegy” Will Keep You 
Enthralled!

By Sherri Sobel, Co V-P, Legislation and Advocacy

On Sunday, October 8, the Advocacy section hosted our 
first Pastry and Politics event of the year. We presented 

Abby Sokoloff, director of the reproductive rights clinic at 
UCSF, and Dr. Tabitha, a physician who works with Planned 
Parenthood. 

They talked about what is here, what is coming, the effects 
of the current political realities, and what we can do to 
help.  The on going discussion and questions were lively and 
informative. The program was extremely well attended. 

We are so heartened by the response of our membership 
to our commitment to this basic right of women to control 
their own bodies. We are anxious to move forward with some 
of the suggestions presented, one of which was discussed at 
length by Dr. Tabitha.

 If you are interested in the Access Project, a commitment 
to provide transportation for women seeking health care 
through Planned Parenthood, please contact Sherri Sobel 
or Lisa Raufman, Co V-Ps of Advocacy and Legislation. We 
look forward to more action agendas in this area as the year 
progresses. Thanks to all who attended.

uPastry & Politics Event a Hit!
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December / January 2018 

uLong Beach Is Going Green, and We 
Need to Hear From You!

We are planning to provide 
information to you in 

2018, including your Pillars, via 
e-mail. The cost savings will be 
significant, between $2,500 and 
$3,000 annually, money that 
can be re-directed to helping 
others in the community. An 
added benefit is that your 
NCJW will then become more 
environmentally conscientious as well.

If you have not yet responded with your preference to 
“Send me NCJW information by e-mail,” or to “continue 
sending me a printed copy of Pillars by mail,” the time is 
NOW to give us your choice. 

If we do not hear from you by December 31, 2017, we will 
assume that you agree with GOING GREEN and approve of 
receiving NCJW materials by e-mail. 

You can: 
 Send an e-mail to dstrok99@gmail.com
 OR Send a note to NCJW Long Beach
 3801 E. Willow Street, Long Beach, CA 90815
 and state: “Send me NCJW information by e-mail.”
 On the outside of your envelope write: UPDATE.

Please include:
 Your NAME
 Your CURRENT ADDRESS
 Your CURRENT TELEPHONE NUMBER
 Your CURRENT E-MAIL

If:  you prefer to receive a printed copy of Pillars by first-
class mail, indicate so by including the following phrase in 
your note or e-mail: 

 “Mail me a copy of Pillars.”

Please help us honor your preference by responding 
no later than December 31, 2017.

uCelebrate Chanukah with NCJW at 
Dianne Merrick’s Home

You are invited to celebrate Chanukah with your NCJW 
members at the beautiful home of Diane Merrick in El 

Dorado Park Estates. We will gather at 10 a.m. on Sunday, 
December 17. There will be a potluck brunch, so dig out your 
best recipes, spend a little time in the kitchen and bring them 
along! Please call Diane so that she can coordinate the food 
and give you her address.

For more pleasure: Diane will have some of her unique 
jewelry available for a raffle. Bring a friend who might be 
interested in joining NCJW. This informal gathering is a great 

opportunity to get to know new or prospective members.

uThe Search is on For A Social Media/
Outreach Coordinator

NCJW Long Beach is interested in increasing recruitment 
efforts to include both younger and older active 

members. We are also looking to expand our communications, 
marketing and social media while collaborating with other 
organizations and building a core group of supporters for our 
civic engagement activities.

In order to expand our efforts, we are planning to hire 
an independent contractor to be our Social Media/Outreach 
Coordinator on a part-time basis.  

Responsibilities fall into three categories: Social Media 
and Communications, Outreach/Marketing/Membership, 
and Operations. They include, in part, the following job 
responsibilities:

• Develop and oversee social media for NCJW Long Beach, 
including Twitter, Facebook and our website.

• Monitor and disseminate information from NCJW Inc., 
NCJW CA, and other organizations in coordination with 
Communications Vice President.

• Reach out to congregations and other Jewish organizations 
in the area to promote our events and agenda.

• Assist in vetting organizations being considered for 
collaborative efforts and facilitate and oversee those efforts 
for Advocacy, Community Service and Programs.

• Develop a system for receiving payments online.

Qualifications for the position and key competencies 
include proficiency in updating, maintaining, and improving 
our website and Facebook and Twitter accounts; good 
organizational skills; good communication skills; and good 
people skills.

Regarding our timeline for hiring, we are advertising the 
position and soliciting resumés now. We expect that by early 
November, we will begin reviewing resumés and selecting 
potential candidates to be interviewed. We hope to make a 
selection in time for the new Coordinator to start working in 
January 2018.  

If you are interested in this position, please send a cover 
letter and your resumé to NCJW Long Beach Search 
Committee, 3801 East Willow St., Long Beach, CA 90815, or 
email them to info@ncjwlongbeach.org.  
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By Nancy Press, Community Service

We will gather to pack our much-loved Hugpacks for 
junior high school boys and girls on Wednesday, 

December 6, at 6:30 p.m. at the Alpert JCC. Please 
come to help pack, visit and indulge in a few delicious 
snacks.  You’ll discover a wonderful way to make new 
friends and connect with longtime friends, all the while 
knowing that your volunteer work will make many young 
foster kids so happy! Contact Nancy Press at for more 
information.

uOur HugPacks Are Waiting for Your 
Willing Hands, Will You Be There?


