
FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK
by Linda C. Fox, President 

PURIM AND PASSOVER,
OR WHAT IN THE WORLD IS THE CONNECTION?

As I write this, March and April seem a bit distant, but we all know better! Our NCJW calendar keeps 
filling up with interesting programs, activities, trips, and deadlines that loom quickly upon us. In 
thinking about the approaching Jewish holidays of Purim and Passover, there IS a tie that binds them 
that may not seem all that apparent to some. And that tie is the theme of deliverance, and 
subsequently, freedom.

Purim, or the Feast of Lots, commemorates the defeat in the time of the Achaemenid Persian Empire 
of Haman’s plot to massacre the Jews. The deliverance comes about by the courage of Queen Esther, 
so beloved by King Ahasuerus, upon revealing her Jewish identity at a feast to which she had invited 
the king and Haman, the enemy of the Jews, And why Lots? Haman had cast “lots” to determine the 

exact date of carrying out the king’s decree ordering the extermination of all the Jews. Freedom for the Jews to defend 
themselves resulted from Queen Esther’s standing up for who she was, and who her people were. Yet instead of revealing 
who we truly are, many of us celebrate this victory today by putting on masks and dressing in costumes referencing the 
major players in the story – and of course, we also observe the traditions of helping poor people, providing gifts of food, 
reading the Megillah (the Book of Esther) -and drinking one’s fair share of intoxicating beverages!

And Passover…? So important the Passover story is to us that we are commanded to recount the story every Passover as if 
it were the first telling of our Exodus from slavery in Egypt to freedom. One of the major and most important Jewish 
festivals, Passover symbolizes once again the key words of deliverance and freedom, freedom as a fledging nation under 
the leadership of a reluctant Moses. Of course, according to the story it took a long 40 years in the desert for the Israelites 
to become who they would be, a Jewish nation.  No masks here - but it took time amid dissension and many trials and 
tribulations to forge a national identity! 

For NCJW members, both women and men, we fortunately do not have to don masks, nor are there forces that hang over 
our heads to which we are enslaved. We have the freedom to choose when and in what manner we support National 
Council of Jewish Women, locally and nationally. We can do so by remaining current in our membership, by making 
financial donations that allow NCJW Long Beach to carry out its important work.  Most significantly, we can choose to 
participate in the activities offered and to get involved in the causes embraced from among a multitude of NCJW Long 
Beach programs and events aimed at the concept of tikkun olam, healing the world. The choice is yours. Our mission as 
“volunteers and advocates who turn progressive ideals into action” is to “strive for social justice by improving the quality of 
life for women, children, and families and by safeguarding individual rights and freedoms.” And we make change happen. 
We are free to be thinkers and doers, to serve and to advocate, to be motivated by Jewish principles and values as we work 
for equality and opportunity for all people. THIS is National Council of Jewish Women, founded in 1893, 125 years ago by 
Hannah G. Solomon.  

WASHINGTON INSTITUTE TO SHOWCASE NCJW PRIORITITES
by Ann Millman, Co-VP Communications

Long Beach Section will be well-represented in Washington on April 7-9 as NCJW, Inc. presents outstanding speakers and 
advocacy training sessions to members from all over the country! Delegates from Long Beach are Cynthia Gordon, Sharon 
Brannon, Natalie Swit, Bobbi Horowitz, and Barbara Shipnuck. They will be addressed by Cecile Richards, past President of 
Planned Parenthood, Sen Elizabeth Warren, several members of Congress, as well as leaders of many of our partner 
organizations. Check out the program at the website of NCJW.org. The amazing speakers indicate the importance of NCJW 
to the roster of influential organizations! After two days of preparation the N CJW members will visit the offices of their 
Senators and Congressional Representatives to express their support for upcoming legislation. It will be an experience not 
to be forgotten!
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2020 – IMPORTANT CHANGES ARE COMING 
TO CALIFORNIA ELECTIONS!
by Deborah Chankin and Janet Rosenblatt, 
Advocacy Co-Chairs for Voting and Elections

The Jewish Federation and Jewish Community Foundation’s Women’s Philanthropy 
Annual Campaign event will take place on Thursday, March 14, 2019 when women of 
our community come together to honor 13 outstanding representatives of local agencies 
and synagogues for their dedication and tireless work in promoting the mission and 
vision of their respective organizations. NCJW’s honoree in 2019 is Dale Strok, VP of 
Communications. Please support and honor Dale by attending!  She has contributed 
mightily to NCJW Long Beach’s move into 21st century modes of communication and 
deeply deserves this recognition! NCJW members Deborah Chankin and Esther Falk are 
also being honored by their congregations and Linda Waltzman is chair of the 
sponsoring organization.

In addition, the event’s guest speaker, Sharon Rennert, is an award-winning filmmaker 
and television editor whose grandfather, Tuvia Bielski, who along with his two brothers  helped hide 1,200 Jews in the 
forest of western Belarus during WWII and whose story inspired the major motion picture, “Defiance.” The cost of the 
dinner is $65, and a $180 minimum gift to the 2019 Annual Community Campaign fund is requested. You can register at 
events@ jewishlongbeach.org or call 562-426-7601 ext. 1314.

THE ARLENE SOLOMON VISIONS DINNER RAISES FUNDS WHILE CELEBRATING 
JEWISH WOMEN OF GREATER LONG BEACH
by Linda C. Fox, President 

GRANT WRITERS NEEDED
by Bobbi Horowitz, VP Resource Development

Itʼs Not Your Bubbeʼs Polling Place AnymoreTo make our vote count in 2020, we will all need to keep an eye on more than 
“just” the politics.  

Our election systems are changing in California. The California Primary Election is 
moving to March. All California cities and counties will also have their primary 
elections on the same day. Instead of having one day to vote at the polls, there 
will be 10 days of early voting. There will be same day voter registration. And 
yes, Bubbe, there will be no more local precinct polling places. Instead, we will 
have “Voting Centers”.   

Your NCJW Voter Registration volunteers know that we have already seen great 
changes in our voter registration process in recent years.  We know that change 
can be positive and yet result in confusion.  

Let’s be informed.  Everyone please join us for a very important update.  Our 
presenters are from Los Angeles County, but these changes are statewide and will 
be implemented in every county.

•Meet Supervisor Janice Hahn's Long Beach Area Field Deputy Herlinda Chico
•Hear from LA County Registrar-Recorder’s Office about the California Voters 
Choice Act and LA’s Voting Solutions implementation plan

THURSDAY, MARCH 28
AT 7 PM AT THE AJCC

RSVP at
info@ncjwlongbeach.org

NCJW-LB is looking for someone with Grant Writing and fundraising experience.  We are working to change NCJW-LB from 
relying on individual donations to asking for Grants and Sponsorships.  Your experience and 'connections' are critical to our 
success.  Or if you know someone with these skills,  please let me know.   It's all about 'who you know'!   

If you have experience, connections or are simply looking to dedicate your time to doing meaningful work to raise funds to 
help improve the lives of women, children and families, please contact Bobbi Horowitz, VP-Resource Development, at 
info@ncjwlongbeach.org or call (657) 235-251.
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SLATE OF OFFICERS FOR 2019/20
by Joanne Levy, Chair of the Nominations Committee

The National Council of Jewish Women (NCJW) Linda Calder�n Memorial Scholarship 
Fund, named for our late Past-President, is now accepting applications for scholarships. A 
student is eligible based on satisfaction of all three of the following criteria:

1. The student is a Jewish man or woman who has already completed a minimum of 
12 undergraduate units or 8 graduate units at an accredited college, university or 
trade school.
2. The student’s permanent residence is in greater Long Beach or West Orange County. 
(If in doubt, inquire about specific location.) 
3. Completed application, personal statement and necessary recommendations must be 
received by May 1, 2019.

Selection of recipients will be based on financial need, academic standing, Jewish 
involvement, personal motivation and past achievements. Recipients will be notified by 
June 1, 2019. Previous scholarships recipients are not eligible for additional awards. 
Thank you for your interest. 

For more information contact: Harriette Ellis or Romie Temkin at info@ncjwlongbeach.org 
or call (657) 235-2511

NCJW SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS NOW AVAILABLE
by Romie Temkin, 
Chair, Linda Calderón Scholarship Committee

Joanne Levy, Chair of the Nominations Committee, has announced the proposed 
slate of Officers for the 2019/20 NCJW year.  The slate will be voted upon by the 
membership at the General Meeting at the AJCC at 7:00 p.m. on April 16.  We are still 
interested in finding  Co-VPs for Membership and for Resource Development and 
would welcome additions to the Board of Directors as Members-At-Large.  If you are 
interested in being considered, please contact Joanne Levy.
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 4TH ANNUAL YOUTH EMPOWERMENT 
SAFETY SYMPOSIUM (YESS)
by Linda C. Fox, President

JOINT SHARON-CARMEL HADASSAH
AND NCJW LUNCHEON
by Linda C. Fox, President

On a sunny Saturday, January 26, nine NCJW Long Beach 
volunteers (Michelle Sztraicher, Trish Goldin, Sherri Sobel, 
Diana Marder, Barbara Cohen, Deb Lelchuk, Arla Lewis, Linda 
Fox, and prospective member Shari Delaney) staffed the Long 
Beach Human Trafficking Task Force (LBHTTF) table for the 
YESS Symposium (Youth Empowerment Safety Symposium).  
We provided attendees and volunteers with t-shirts and tote 
bags, the schedule of events, a raffle ticket, and other 
literature about the scourge of human trafficking. The annual 
event, which took place from 10 am to 2 pm, was a great 
success, with hundreds of attendees, 90 adult and teen 
volunteers, 27 Community Resource vendors, 10 Fair Trade 
vendors, informative speakers, inspirational youth 
performance and an amazing DJ!  Lunch was provided free 
(yes, there is something such as a “free lunch”!). 

January is the month dedicated to human trafficking 
awareness and NCJW Long Beach, an organization member of 
the LBHTTF, was happy to lend its support  to this important 
coalition working to end modern day slavery. 

AFTER 46 YEARS, WOMEN'S 
REPRODUCTIVE RIGHTS AND 
HEALTH STILL NEED AWARENESS!
by Sherri Sobel, Co-Executive VP

On Wednesday, January 23, Cynthia Gordon. Diana Marder, 
Natalie Swit, Sharon Brannon, and Sherri Sobel drove up to our 
sister NCJW in Los Angeles to attend a program celebrating 
forty six years of Roe v Wade. The program was wonderful, 
including speakers from various community law and social 
justice firms regarding the legal status now. This was 
interspersed with young women reading letters to Planned 
Parenthood from women all over the country. It was a moving  
program, and we really were impressed with the diversity of 
presenters. We made contacts with various groups, and look 
forward to an exciting year in reproductive rights.

PLANS UNDERWAY TO HELP YOU 
CLEAN HOUSE!
by Bobbi Horowitz, VP Resource Development and
Barbara Millman, VP Programs 

Bobbi Horowitz, VP Resource Development and Barbara 
Millman, VP Programs, are planning a special event for the 
Installation of Officers Luncheon on Thursday, May 30 at the 
Peris Restaurant. We will be having a White Elephant sale with 
Auctioneer Bill Millman.  Start now to save items which you no 
longer need, but might appeal to someone else!  We’re looking 
for things that could sell for $15 to $20 OR MORE, and maybe 
also have a bargain table for items from $5 to $10. Keep NCJW 
in mind when you do your Purim and Pesach cleaning.  
More details will be forthcoming.

The ever popular Professor Laurie 
Levenson, the David M. Burcham 
Chair in Ethical Advocacy and Director 
of the Center for Legal Advocacy at 
Loyola Law School will again enlighten 
us about topics of  the day at the 
Sharon-Carmel Hadassah Luncheon 
presented together with NCJW Long 
Beach, on Monday, May 13, 2019 at 
11:30 am at The Grand, 4101 E. 

Willow St., Long Beach, CA 90815. This is a favorite program 
featuring the prominent legal commentator, so get your 
reservations in by sending a check made out to Hadassah for 
$36.00 and mail it to Shirley Ross, CPA, P.O.Box 15889, Long 
Beach, CA 90815/562-498-7965. 
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As you may know, we have an ongoing project to supply 
nutrition to food-insecure students at Long Beach City College. 
Barbara Cohen has provided a list of specific items 
preferred/requested by LBCC. As you buy groceries, please 
consider stocking and storing a few of these items. We will be 
collecting them for campus delivery at our general April 
election meeting and program This is Not Your Mother's NCJW, 
on April 16th from 7-9 pm at the Alpert JCC.  These items 
include:

Nature Valley Protein Bars
“Kind” Bars
“Cliff” Bars

Cups of soup, macaroni and cheese and oatmeal 
(that just need water)

Individually wrapped bags of nuts
Bottles of water

Barbara will be happy to continue to deliver these items. If you 
cannot make the April 16 meeting (but we really hope you CAN  
attend to find out how NCJW has progressed), please call our 
office number at 657-235-2511 and leave a message that you 
have items to pick up. 

GOOD DEEDS NEEDED OR 
HOW TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE 
by Linda C. Fox, President and 
Barbara Cohen co-VP Community Service 

K-FEST VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
MARCH 9, AT BURCHAM ELEMENTARY 

MITZVAH AND MERLOT

NCJW is sponsoring the AJCC Senior Purim Luncheon on 
Wednesday March 20, 2019.  We are looking for volunteers.  
We need help with set-up, serving, and clean-up. If you are 
willing to help with the event, please contact Deborah Lewis at 
the NCJW central email or telephone number.

Please let her know your willingness to help by March 10th, 
2019. We'll be in contact about specific timeslots and tasks.  
This is a project NCJW Long Beach has been sponsoring for 
many years and it has been much appreciated by the AJCC and 
the attendees.

WE ALSO DO SENIOR OUTREACH!
by Deborah Lewis, Co-VP Community Service

SAVE THE DATE
MARCH    
• 9: K-Fest at Burcham Elementary School, 8:15 am
• 14: Visions Dinner at AJCC, 5:30 pm                    
• 20: Intergenerational Purim Lunch, AJCC - call to volunteer
• 21: Homelessness: How Does It Impact You?, 7:00-8:30 pm   
   at Beth David, donations of travel size toiletries welcome
• 28: Pastry and Politics at AJCC , 7:00 pm
APRIL     
• 7-9: Washington Institute in Washington D.C.
• 8: Community Womens’ Seder at AJCC
• 16: NCJW General Meeting at AJCC, 7:00 pm
MAY        
• 5: JFCF Race With A View WE NEED VOLUNTEERS
• 13: Joint Sharon-Carmel Hadassah and NCJW Luncheon at 
   The Grand, 11:30 am
• 20-21: NCJW California Lobby Day in Sacramento
• 30: Installation and Auction at Peris Restaurant, 11:00 am

PROMOTE LONG BEACH NCJW AND 
LOOK GOOD DOING IT! 
by Bobbie Horowitz, VP Resource Development and 
Linda C. Fox, President

Show your support for NCJW right up front!  We have a few 
grey t-shirts at $20 each still available for purchase. The front 
has NCJW, the Peace sign, and a Heart; the back says 
“Progressive & Woman-Powered Since 1893.” The shirts are 
high quality and wash beautifully! Only 5 remain: 4 Large and 
1 XL. Contact Bobbi Horowitz for yours today! 

Please email info@ncjwlongbeach.org or call (657) 235-2511

Please email info@ncjwlongbeach.org or call (657) 235-2511
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TRIBUTES: HELP US HELP OTHERS
by  Linda C. Fox, President We thank all these donors who have acknowledged other 

members, family and friends on special circumstances in 
their lives with contributions to our organization. 

TRIBUTE FUNDS

To: Heather Raphael & Family
In loving memory of your dear mother,Ruth Stotland 
From: Roz Bassin, HPF

To: Kathryn Miles 
Congratulations on receiving the 
Hannah G Solomon Award
From: Jack and Binnie Berro, KFF
Gerda Seifer, GF
Linda C. Fox, HPF

To: Dale Strok
Mazel Tov on being NJCW Woman of Vision
From: Audrey Zahler, DVF
Linda C. Fox, HPF

Don’t forget to call or email Audrey to remember or 
congratulate friends with a Tribute card and support 
NCJW projects!

NCJW sends deepest sympathy to:

The family of Dale Lieberfarb, who passed away recently.

We also send our sympathy to the family of Tybie Becker, one 
of our long-time members who was devoted to NCJW, who 
also passed away.

NCJW sends loving get well wishes to:
Barbara Wolfe
Nancy Speizer
Audrey Zahler

If you know of any of our members who are ill, or have passed 
away, or of awards, honors, or special celebrations, at 
info@ncjwlongbeach.org or call (657) 235-2511. NCJW wants 
to know!

CARING CORNER
by Harriette Ellis

As you may know, NCJW Long Beach is involved in many 
areas of community service and advocacy for those less 
fortunate. We are proud of helping to bring a little light into a 
world that needs us to do so. NCJW has a number of Tribute 
Funds through which you can support our tikkun olam efforts 
to heal the world. 

We are in need especially of funds to continue our beloved 
and important 17-year project HugPacks, backpacks we 
provide for foster youth taken into the system in LA County, 
who are often removed with little but the clothing they are 
wearing. We fill these backpacks four times a year with 
toiletries, a book, school supplies, and items appropriate each 
time to age groups we serve:  Kindergarten to 2nd grade, 3rd 
grade to 5th grade, middle school and high school youth.The 
LA County Department of Children's and Family Services 
(DCFS) tells us that we are the only agency that regularly helps 
with this kind of donation and that the need is very great for 
the 500-600 backpacks we supply each year. An average 
packing has increased in cost to approximately $1600 each 
time, and since in kind donations have diminished, we count 
on the HugPacks Tribute Fund to help us to raise funds for this 
mitzvah. Please consider a donation to this worthy project. 

Other NCJW Tribute Funds are:
General Fund: provides support for NCJW operating expenses

Domestic Violence Fund: provides in-kind support to women's 
shelters and financial resources for public education about this 
issue

Senior Outreach Fund: provides support for the annual Purim 
Intergenerational Luncheon at the Alpert JCC and the monthly 
Project Shabbat celebration at Bixby Towers

Linda Calderón Memorial Scholarship Fund: provides 
scholarships every other year to Jewish college students 
residing in the greater Long Beach and West Orange County 
area

Denise Berro Kindergarten Festival Fund: provides backpacks 
(filled by LBUSD with school supplies) for children entering 
Kindergarten at four Spring festivals

College Student Nutrition Fund: provides nutrition for food 
insecure college students

Immigration Services Fund: provides support and assistance to 
immigrants

Donations can be made in honor or in memory of an 
individual, or as a get well or congratulations message. Please 
send checks made out to NCJW with the Fund name in the 
memo line to Audrey Zahler, or you can donate online at our 
website: www.ncjwlongbeach.org and click on the donate 
button.

GF: General Fund
HPF: Hug Pack Fund
DVF: Domestic Violence Fund
SOF: Senior Outreach Fund
SF: Linda Calderón Memorial Scholarship Fund
KFF: Denise Berro Kindergarten Festival Fund
CSNF: College Student Nutrition Fund
ISTF: Immigration Services Tribute Fund 

PLEASE SEND YOUR TRIBUTES TO AUDREY ZAHLER.

REMINDER
Postcard deadline is the 10th of the previous 
month. Please send postcard information to 

Barbara Millman.

Pillars deadline is the 1st of the previous month. 
Send copy to Editor Ann Millman.

PLEASE WELCOME OUR 
NEW MEMBERS!
by Michelle Gordon, Co-VP Membership

Jasmine Baker
Sandi Candiotty
Isabel Douvan

Bri Rubin
Taryn Williams
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Join Us: Lobby Day 2019 

YOU can help make California just and compassionate 

with your passion and your voice.  While California is 

the 5th largest economy of the world it has one of the 

highest rates of poverty in the nation.  We can and 

must do something about the growing inequities 

which perpetuate cycles of poverty and pain.  This 

year we have a Governor who cares about childhood 

poverty and families who are barely making it,  

understands the importance of accessible and  

affordable early childhood care and education,  

promises help for working parents and ending human 

trafficking.  Let's help him pass the laws to make  

California a more just place to live. NCJW CA Lobby 

Day advocacy will focus on legislation addressing 

these issues.  To help pass our priority legislation, 

NCJW CA is again partnering with A Stronger  

California (a broad coalition of women's groups, social 

justice organizations and others); the California  

Interfaith coalition initiated a few years ago by NCJW 

CA, and other progressive groups. 

In an exciting one-and-a-half day program you will: 

• learn the fundamentals of lobbying and the

legislative/budget process

• gain a deeper understanding of the priority bills

and issues and why they are so critical

• meet with your representatives to advocate for

NCJW CA positions

• hear from legislators, high level legislative staff

and leading social justice advocates

• network with other NCJW CA members and learn

about innovative Section strategies.

LET YOUR 
VOICE BE 

HEARD!  

Date:  

Monday, May 20 

Tuesday, May 21 

LOCATION: 

Blue Prynt  

Restaurant 

815 11th Street , 

Sacramento  

RSVP: 

info@ncjwlongbeach.org
or call (657) 235-2511



Meeting Room and Buffet Dinner: 
Blue Prynt Restaurant and Bar for training and dinner, 
815 11th St. Sacramento (free parking) 

Accommodations:   
Best Western, 1100 H Street, Sacramento 
(916) 441-1314
NCJW Group rate: $189 per double not including taxes 
(limited number, deadline May 1)

For questions, contact info@ncjwlongbeach.org 
or call (657) 235-2511 

Tentative Agenda: 
Monday, May 20 
1:30-5:30  
Priority Bills and Advocacy  
Training (always educational)   
6:00-8:00 Dinner and 
Keynote Speaker (always 
inspirational) 

Tuesday, May 21 
9:00-4:00   

Appointments to Lobby Your 
Legislator (always meaningful)

California  

Lobby Day 2019 

National Council of Jewish Women 

————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

Tear here and return with payment to: NCJW Long Beach, 3801 E. Willow St., Long 
Beach, CA 90815.
NATIONAL COUNCIL OF JEWISH WOMEN CALIFORNIA REGISTRATION FORM 

Name _______________________________________________________________ 

Address_____________________________________________________________ 

Email ___________________________________Phone _________________ 

Your Assembly Member____________________________________________ 

Your Senator ___________________________________________________ 

Cost: $60 for two days, buffet dinner and materials 
 $40 for buffet dinner and speaker only

Subsidies via reimbursement may be available for 
registration, hotel, and air fare.

Register online: www.ncjwlongbeach.org 
Register by mail: Send registration form and check made 

payable to NCJW Long Beach
Indicate in memo line: NCJW Lobby Day 

Bring friends, spouses, significant others and colleagues. All are welcome! 
Registration Deadline is April 20.  Space is limited, so register early. 




