
NOTES FROM THE PRESIDENT
by Barbara Shipnuck, President

We have started our 75th year off with a bang and I am so proud.  Many of us have missed the 
opportunity to do something tangible for our community.  Bobbi Horowitz filled this void by reaching out 
to interested members to make blankets for the homeless.  We provided this community service activity 
in the past by having a group come together at the JCC, visit, listen to a speaker, have a nibble and cut and 
sew.  This year, supplies were delivered to volunteers' homes (safely socially distanced) and more blankets 
were completed than ever before--over 70.  In addition some women got together on zoom while they 
worked so the social interaction wasn't completely lost. 
  
The Shirley Stein Book Review, a joint program with Sharon Carmel Hadassah, drew a good audience for a 
stimulating conversation between our own Sherri Sobel and Jill Wine Banks, author of The Watergate Girl.  
We gained additional insight into the Watergate era as well as a chance to compare it to the trauma our 
country has recently been going through.  

February featured a major focus on a signature issue that NCJW has championed throughout the years: 
Reproductive Rights.  We joined in the National effort to focus on reproductive rights as a Jewish value. 

This understanding is increasingly important as others try imposing their religious beliefs on all of us.  We are grateful to Rabbi Scott 
Fox of Temple Israel in Long Beach for the Torah teaching that he shared with all of us.  And we appreciate the many Rabbis and other 
clergy in our area who have signed on to NCJW's Rabbis for Repro campaign.  

The stellar panel on Reproductive Justice: Rights and Access at Risk broadened our understanding of the issues as it included a focus 
on the struggles for access to care for low income women and women of color.  It was an opportunity to learn how we can be allies 
and advocates for reproductive justice.

Advocacy is presenting programs on other issues--homelessness and immigration that you can read about further in this edition.  
Community Service will look for more opportunities to safely engage you in supporting our community.   Our Program VPs continue 
discussion and movie groups the 3rd and 4th Thursday evenings of the month.

And we celebrate!!!! Seventy five wonderful, challenging, enriching, fulfilling years as an organization that continues to thrive and 
review our priorities, so we can fulfill our mission of serving the community and improving the lives of women, children and families.  
Join us at the events planned on zoom in these next two months and hopefully we will be able to celebrate in person before the year is 
over.

WOMEN CAN VOTE!
by Deb Lelchuk, Co-VP Advocacy

NCJW Greater Long Beach and West Orange County section 
congratulates our Section President Barbara Shipnuck on her 
recent appointment to National’s Section Advisory Council (SAC).  
The SAC works to ensure strategic alignment between the 
sections and national and is composed of 10-12 current and past 
section leaders and staff from around the country. SAC provides 
section leaders with a voice at the national level and enables 
them to serve as advisors to the NCJW, Inc. Board of Directors on 
issues that impact sections. During the 2020-2023 triennium, the 
SAC will provide guidance to the national staff and board on 
leadership development, programs, and projects for sections, and 
changes to NCJW’s business model. The members of SAC reflect 
the diversity of NCJW Sections including varying sizes, sections 
with and without staff, geographic regions, and make-up of 
members. Past presidents Linda Calderón and Ann Millman also 
served on the SAC.  We are honored that Barbara and our section 
has received this recognition. 

NCJW, INC LOOKS TO LONG BEACH     
by Natalie Swit

Beth David Sisterhood and National Council of Jewish Women, 
Greater Long Beach & West Orange County present a virtual tour 
of the National Constitution Center’s exhibit: The 19th 
Amendment, How Women Won the Vote on Thursday, April 22nd 
at noon. A check for $10 per person, payable to Beth David 
Sisterhood may be sent to 6100 Hefley St., Westminster, CA 
92683. Register at https://bit.ly/3tgZ3Gh.  Questions?  
Email Sisterhood@templebethdavid.org.
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THOSE WHO CAME BEFORE 
by Ann Millman, Co-VP Communication

REPRO SHABBAT TORAH STUDY 
WITH TEMPLE ISRAEL
by Cynthia Gordon, Co-VP Advocacy

We’re having a party to kick off the celebration of NCJW’s 75th anniversary serving Greater Long Beach and West Orange County!  
Plan to join your friends for a “virtual” fun evening on March 13 at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom.  Bring your neighbors and family to watch an 
exciting magician wow and amaze you.  Johnny Wu will make you believe in magic as you watch his act.  He’ll ask some of us to help 
him and you won’t believe the results.  Johnny Wu has performed for audiences all over the country, for celebrities as well as corporate 
events. You’ll see why he’s popular as he displays his talents for us.   There won’t be a charge for this special evening, but donations are 
welcome. Bring your favorite food and beverage of choice. Please register at www.ncjwlongbeach.org/75th and let us know you’ll join 
us.  We’ll send you the link when you do.

As we celebrate our 75th anniversary as NCJW in the Long Beach 
area, we pay tribute to those who have served as our President in 
past years.    One of these outstanding women is Romie Temkin, 
who served from 1998 to 2000.  Romie was born in Chicago but 
moved at an early age to the Boyle Heights area of LA. Her family 
was active in the Jewish Culture Club and Romie performed as a 
child under the WPA in the Yiddish Theatre.  She graduated from 
UCLA in 1947 after studying Sociology and Theatre.  Her next 
adventure was her marriage to Eugene Temkin and moving with 
him to the Philippines while he served as a physician in the 
military.  In order to serve the military families stationed there, 
Romie was able to teach school on the base for two years.  When 
they returned to the US, Gene accepted a job at the VA hospital 
in LA, then in Long Beach.  After he went into private practice, 
Romie worked in his office until he retired for health reasons in 
1985.  As their two children, Linda and Daryl, were grown, Romie 
looked for an organization with meaningful hands-on community 
service programs and became active in NCJW.  She recounted 
some of the projects in which she participated, including 
babysitting children of Women’s Shelter residents while they 
went to court, sending blue jeans to Israel where they could be 
sold for a profit, Ship-A-Box-- mailing educational toys to Israel, 
and awareness programs to the Jewish community in partnership 
with JFCS, about the prevalence of domestic abuse.  Romie was 
very active in the management of the Thrift Shop, which was able 
to raise generous amounts of money for the Section. Over the 
years she also earned an MFA from Cal State Long Beach and has 
performed before many groups, particularly with one-woman 
shows.  She has continued to be active in NCJW, serving for many 
years as head of the Scholarship Committee.  Thank you, Romie.

NCJW launched an inaugural national "Repro Shabbat" on 
February 12-13. This was an opportunity for NCJW sections, 
congregations, and communities across the country to discuss the 
critical importance of reproductive justice, health access, and 
reproductive rights, and to learn more about Judaism’s approach 
to these issues. As part of our section’s programming on this 
issue, we partnered with Rabbi Fox of Temple Israel Long Beach. 
In honor of this Shabbat, and inspired by the content of the Torah 
Portion, Mishpatim, that week, Rabbi Fox dedicated Saturday 
morning Torah Study to this special Shabbat on February 13. 
Approximately 45 women and men attended this virtual study 
program, with more than half being members of both Temple 
Israel and NCJW - Greater LB & West OC. Rabbi Fox led an 
engaging, and at times, challenging discussion about this 
important topic. There was also an opportunity for small group 
discussions during a breakout session. We gained a deeper 
understanding of Jewish laws and beliefs with regard to abortion 
and reproductive rights.

IT’S TIME TO PARTY!     
by Ann Millman, Pillars Editor
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WELCOMING THE STRANGER - 2021
IMMIGRATION: HOPE FOR A NEW START
MARCH 7, 2021, 3 PM

DO YOU KNOW A DESERVING JEWISH COLLEGE, 
UNIVERSITY OR TRADE SCHOOL STUDENT?
by Linda C. Fox, Chair, Scholarships Committee

ACTIVISM ALL IN THE FAMILY

The NCJW Greater Long Beach and West Orange County Section is now accepting applications for 
2021 scholarships for Jewish students whose permanent residence is in greater Long Beach or West 
Orange County. The application form, along with stated criteria, is accessible on our website at 
www.ncjwlongbeach.org/scholarship and may be submitted online or mailed to National Council of 
Jewish Women Scholarship Committee, 6216 E. Pacific Coast Highway, #239, Long Beach, CA 
90803. The completed application, personal statement and necessary recommendations must be 
received by May 1, 2021.  Selection of recipients by the Scholarship Committee, composed of J. 
Carole Atkin, Barbara Cohen, Linda C. Fox, and Kate Sachnoff, will be based on financial need, 
academic standing, Jewish involvement, personal motivation and past achievements.  Awards will be 
announced on June 1, 2021 and are dependent on the number of qualified submissions as well as 
NCJW’s fundraising for this purpose. Please consider dedicating your Tributes donations to the Linda 
Calderón Memorial Scholarship Fund. Linda (z”l) was not only president -twice! - of our Section but 
she was also a devoted, caring educator in our area whose memory we honor with these awards 
every other year. For more information, contact info@ncjwlongbeach.org or (657)-235-2511. 

A primary focus of NCJW since its beginning has been community activism, service and advocacy to 
work toward a better world for women, children and families.  As part of the 75th anniversary 
celebration of NCJW in the Long Beach area,  we are pleased to honor the family of our long-time 
member, Sylvia Manheim, which, through three generations,  has been in the forefront of activism 
for equality, justice, and opportunity for all.  Plan to join us “virtually” on Sunday, April 25 at 1:00 for 
a discussion of the highlights of their family involvement through the years in working for a better 
country and community.  Participating will be Sylvia, Karl, a constitutional law professor, Lisa, a 
researcher, and Camryn, an actor, as well as grandchildren.   Please register at 
www.ncjwlongbeach.org/75th. There is no charge, but donations are encouraged. 

In recognition of HIAS Refugee Shabbat March 5 -6, our Section presents a 
powerful program on the current issues in immigration. Join us to hear experts on 
the status of the new administration's Immigration Bill and its impact on 
Dreamers, the undocumented, "temporary protected status" recipients, and 
others; the situation at the US-Mexico border and the current policies regarding 
refugees and asylum seekers; and opportunities for local and national advocacy.

SPEAKERS INCLUDE:
Jose Serrano is Associate Director of Immigration & Outreach for World Relief 
Southern California.

Sue Kenney-Pfalzer is an attorney and the Director of the Border & Asylum 
Network at HIAS, where she manages and coordinates cross-border collaboration 
projects to assist asylum seekers along both sides of the US southern border.

Dr. Norma Stoltz Chinchilla is a Professor Emerita at CSULB and coordinator of the 
Long Beach Immigration Forum, which advocates for humane, just, and pragmatic 
immigration policies and helps refugees, asylum applicants, and other immigrants 
exercise their rights and achieve their goals.

For more information, visit us at www.ncjwlongbeach.org/welcomingthestranger 
or email us at advocacy@ncjwlongbeach.org

This program is made possible in part by a grant from the Jewish Long Beach Barbara Alpert NCJW Endowment.

Jose Serrano
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REMINDER
Postcard deadline is the 10th of the previous 
month. Please send postcard information to 

Joanne Levy.

Pillars deadline is the 1st of the month before the 
next issue. Send copy to Editor Ann Millman.

A huge Thank You to our NCJW members, as listed, for making 72 
blankets  for our Community Service project!  Blankets were 
delivered on Saturday to St Luke's Church by Natalie and myself.  
It was deeply rewarding to watch the blankets being distributed to 
those in need.  A special Thank You to Tila Carrol and Corrin Hickey 
for helping to pick up the finished blankets and Judy Leff, who made 
16! 

List of members who made blankets: 

BLANKET MAKERS EXTRAORDINAIRE!
by Bobbi Horowitz, Community Service  

We thank all these donors who have acknowledged other 
members, family and friends on special circumstances in 
their lives with contributions to our organization. 

TRIBUTE FUNDS

To make a tribute you can call or email Barbara Millman 
or go online at www.ncjwlongbeach.org/tribute 
You can remember or congratulate friends with a Tribute 
card and support NCJW projects! 

GF: General Fund. 
HPF: Hug Pack Fund. 
DVF: Domestic Violence Fund. 
SOF: Senior Outreach Fund. 
LCSF: Linda Calderón Memorial Scholarship Fund. 
KFF: Denise Berro Kindergarten Festival Fund. 
CSNF: College Student Nutrition Fund. 
ISTF: Immigration Services Tribute Fund.

Barbara Wolfe
Judy Leff
Sadie Sacks
Karen Ben-Shmuel
Diann Zenda
Harriette Ellis
Linda Fox
Vicky Cahn
Dale Strok
Diane Merrick
Gail Levy
Deb Lewis

Deb Kaplan Wyckoff
Kate Sachnoff
Dawn Haldane
Judy Dubowy
Ann Millman
Corrin & Megan Hickey
Laura & Megan Engerman
Linda Waltzman
Sharon Amster Brown
Renee Florsheim 

To Ilsebill Wolfe
in honor of her new home
From Michelle Sztraicher - GF

To Natalie Swit
in honor of her birthday
From Michelle Sztraicher - GF

To Florine Karabenick
in memory of your husband Ed
From Michelle Sztraicher and Barry Borkin - GF

To NCJW Long Beach
in celebration of the Hug Packs program
From Gail Skvirsky-Bohn - HPF

To Florine Karabenick
in memory of your husband Ed
From Susanne Milkes - GF

To Florine Karabenick
in memory of your husband Ed
From Barbara Millman - LCSF

To Florine Karabenick
in memory of your husband Ed
From Deborah Lelchuk - GF

To Dawn Haldane
wishing you a speedy recovery
From Ilsebill Wolfe - GF

From Joan Lerner
in honor of Marian Lerner- GF

To Joan Leb
in memory of your sister Lillian
From Linda C Fox - LCSF
 

-4-


