
1

January/February 2017

uJazz and Delicious Brunch Will Highlight  71st Charter Day
Linda C. Fox to Receive Hannah G. Solomon Award
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Pillars
A s members of NCJW, 

it’s surely on your cal-
endar for Sunday, February 
19. What’s that you say? 
You haven’t made a note of 
our famous Annual Charter 
Day 2017 yet? Well, please, 
we urge you to do this right 
away, because our program 

chair and her committee have been working so hard to bring 
you a fantastic affair, and you certainly don’t want to be disap-
pointed by not attending.

Each February another NCJW anniversary comes around, 
and this year marks 71 successful years of friendship and service 
to our Jewish community, to our community of Long Beach, 
to California, and the women and children of the world! 

This is your opportunity to celebrate with all of us at a 
fun Jazz Brunch at Old Ranch Country Club on Sunday, 
February 19.  Beginning at 11:00 a.m., we will be entertained 
with music from students in the renowned Cal State Long 
Beach Jazz program while we enjoy a served brunch with the 
beautiful view of the Old Ranch golf course in your sightline. 

Invitations are in the mail, so please send in your reservation 
as soon as possible.  Of course, the event will include the 
usual gift drawings and raffles that are always so exciting, and 
speeches (but not too long!) of course.

This year at our Long Beach Section event, we will honor 
Linda C. Fox with the Hannah G. Solomon Award for her 
dedicated service to the mission of NCJW. Her amazing 
resume of activities in service to our community is pretty 
overwhelming. 

Considered a pioneer of the Indiana-Purdue-Fort Wayne 
University Women’s Studies program, Linda (Dr. Linda, if you 
please) was an associate professor of Spanish and director of 
Women’s Studies for 36 years. In her “spare time,” she was 
also involved in her temple in Fort Wayne as much as she 
is now, in Long Beach, at P’nai Or, where she plays a major 
volunteer role.

In 2007 she moved to Long Beach to live near her three 
sisters, and she immediately became involved with National 
Council of Jewish Women, which became a focus in her life. In 
NCJW, she has had the opportunity to combine her feminist 
activism and her Judaism. Even more, she has served on our 
Kindergarten Festivals Committee, as a co-vice president of 
Membership, V-P of Programs, and ultimately as president of 
our Section. In addition, she continues to serve on the Early 
Childhood Education Committee of Long Beach. 

In addition, Linda is in her third year serving as one of three 
State Policy Advocates in California for NCJW, Inc. and also 
serving on the Long Beach Human Trafficking Task Force. As if 
this isn’t enough, Linda has been both co-chair and chair of the 
Docent Guild and is now a representative on the Education 
Support Team at the Museum of Latin American Art. She also 
tutors high school students in Spanish -- just so she can keep 
busy!

Linda has two sons, Daniel and Jeremy, and three precious 
grandchildren.

To our members, we would welcome donations of gift 
cards and/or gift baskets to help raise funds for our many 
charitable programs, including K-Fests, Hug Packs, Hungry 
Students, Scholarships and more.  Please return your response 
to Judy Leff. For further information check the latest issue of 
the hard copy of Pillars or email info@ncjwlongbeach.org.  We 
hope to see you all at Charter Day in February.

You, your family and friends are cordially invited to 
attend the 

71st Annual Charter Day Jazz Brunch
Honoring 

Linda C. Fox
with the

Hannah G. Solomon Award 
Sunday, February 19, 2017

11:00 a.m. Brunch
at Old Ranch Country Club

3901 Lampson Ave., Seal Beach, CA 90740
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uThoughts from the Board

Most of us in NCJW are greatly concerned that the recent 
election brought to power those who have a very different 

worldview than we do.  To paraphrase the words of the NCJW 
CEO, Nancy Kaufman, we believe in the role of government to help 
people in need, we believe in America as a nation of immigrants 
and that we are taught to welcome strangers, not shun them; we 
believe in affordable health care and the right of women to decide 
their own reproductive health; in a fair and just Judiciary; in an 
economy connected to the rest of the world that lifts all people up.  

And yet, almost half of all voters had different priorities and 
decided on a different direction.  We have an obligation to work 
with those people.  How can we achieve the mission of NCJW 
and still engage those with whom we disagree?  That will be the 
challenge of the next few years!  

Fortunately, we in California, have a progressive government 
that shares many of our priorities.  However, we can’t go it alone, 
as our form of government is intertwined from local, to state, to 
national.  

We can share some lessons from the recent celebration of 
Chanukah.  Taking inspiration from our Jewish heritage, the few 
were able to challenge the powerful!  By winning some of the 
battles, regrouping, looking to the future, and organizing activists 
for the long run, the goals of freedom were eventually achieved.  
NCJW must follow the same path.  Trying to find common ground 
within the government, among our coalition partners, and in public 
opinion, we must organize and educate.  We can use these actions 
to reach out to Jewish women in our own community to amplify 
our voice and make our case for being a part of NCJW. 

To achieve a more fair society with social and economic justice, 
we must encourage thinking Jews to participate in the marathon 
struggle, and remember that Jewish values mandate that we work 
for a better world!

No one better personifies that engagement than our Hannah G. 
Solomon awardee, Linda Fox.  Congratulations, Linda, on being an 
outstanding representative of NCJW in our community.  We hope 
that you, our members, will plan to attend the Charter Day event 
on February 19 to honor her.    

You can also help direct the future of NCJW by attending the 
Triennial National Convention, to be held March 23-25 in Atlanta, 
GA.  This will be an extremely important meeting that will direct 
the path of NCJW for the next three years.  Long Beach Section is 
prepared to subsidize your attendance, and we encourage newer 
members to consider being a delegate.  

Please contact me or Linda Calderón for more information.  We 
must be able to continue our leadership into the future!

By Ann Millman, Past President

uNational NCJW Expresses 
Concerns Over Cabinet Choices

The recent presidential election has given 
NCJW, Inc. many issues of concern. Your local 
Board wish to bring some of these to your 
attention since the questionable appointees to 
the presidential cabinet may seriously affect 
NCJW’s mission and goals. A press release from 
NCJW’s Washington CEO Nancy Kaufman 
was sent on December 1 to every section. We 
reprint her words in part:

“The nomination of Rep. Tom Price to lead the 
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 
sends a very loud message that the Affordable Care 
Act, along with its many benefits and protections 
for women and children, will be unraveled. Twenty 
million people now receiving health care thanks to 
advances made under the new law most likely would 
be removed from coverage.  

“Rep. Price has strongly opposed the birth control 
coverage that is part of the Affordable Care Act, 
challenging its proponents to: “name ‘one woman’ 
who cannot afford to obtain contraception on her 
own.” Such contempt — together with his calls to 
eliminate federal funding for preventive care provided 
by Planned Parenthood — is clear proof he is utterly 
out of touch with the health care needs of women 
and children. Rep. Price has also consistently opposed 
access to abortion

“Betsy DeVos, nominated to lead the U.S. 
Department of Education, has spent most of her adult 
life promoting charter schools at the expense of public 
education and pushing for publicly funded vouchers 
for religious schools. She has used her considerable 
family wealth in her home state of Michigan to 
denigrate public education, shift funds from public 
school budgets to vouchers and charter schools, and 
undermine the very idea of public education, which 
she terms a ‘government monopoly.’ In addition, 
under the auspices of her family’s charities, DeVos 
has donated millions of dollars to anti-LGBTQ causes, 
including opposing marriage equality, which raises 
doubts as to whether she will protect the safety of 
LGBTQ students in our public schools.

“These nominees are not suited to serve as the 
federal champions of quality health care and excellence 
in public education.  Ms. DeVos would undermine 
one of the crowning achievements of American 
democracy — free public education through high 
school.”
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NCJW sends deepest condolences to:
the family of Edna Statman, long time and Life member of 

NCJW who served in the Armed Forces during WWII and 
was much beloved in NCJW. She handled our Tributes for 
many, many years.

NCJW sends warm get well wishes to:
Barbara Cohen who broke her hip

Audrey Zahler who is recovering from a serious bout of 
pneumonia

Diane Fike

Tila Caroll

Caring 
CORNER

If you know of any of our members who are ill, please notify Caring 
Co-Chairs, Nancy Speizer or Jean Feldman. For more information 

please contact us at: ncjwlb@gmail.com.  NCJW wants to know!

Why not make a new resolution this year and try out signing up the 
adorable tots who will be entering school this year for the first 

time. Ask any member who has joined the Kindergarten Festivals team 
and they’ll tell you what a wonderful time they have and how gratifying it 
is to help the children and their moms or dads.

Make a new beginning! NCJW offers you so many ways to enhance 
your life and do some good in the process!

Join in the rewarding work of helping to register families and their 
children about to enter kindergarten in the fall of 2017 and in providing 
other support services as needed, such as handing out backpacks or 
giving directions.

 You’ll be surprised at how much YOU will learn!
All Festivals take place from 9 a.m. to noon at the respective school 

sites, with our NCJW volunteers arriving at 8:15 a.m. So mark your 
calendars now! 

• Saturday, Jan. 7 at  Dooley Elementary School, 

• Saturday, Feb. 4 at Oropeza Elementary School, 

• Saturday, Feb. 25 at Roosevelt Elementary School,

• Saturday, Mar. 11 at Burcham Elementary School

Please call Barbara Wolfe and let her know you want to volunteer. 
Remember that YOU are wanted and needed!

uPre-Kindergarten Festivals Volunteers
Needed!

 “Amusing, seductive, stimulating.”

We’re talking about 
the Talmud? Oh, 

right. “Take 50 actual 
Talmudic discussions, 
mix in pithy sayings by 
luminaries from Mae 
West and Amy Schumer 
to George Washington 
and Gandhi, add a 
few cartoons, and 
voila--- delighted and 
enlightened readers will come away with a new 
perspective on what the ancient Jewish sages say 
about our most intimate relationships.”

This is how Maggie Anton’s new book,  “Fifty 
Shades of Talmud: What the first Rabbis had to 
say About You-Know-What” is described. Her 
most recent effort is a look at our sages’ views 
on sexuality and what we will hear Maggie talk 
about. You won’t want to miss this.

Maggie Anton is the award-winning author of 
the historical fiction trilogy,  “Rashi’s Daughters,” 
and the new series, “Rav Hisda’s Daughter.” Her 
latest novel, “Enchantress” focuses on the rabbis 
and sorceresses who populate the Talmud and 
the surprising importance of Jewish magic in 4th 
century Babylonia.

The annual book review and luncheon held 
jointly by NCJW and Hadassah, will occur on 
Tuesday, January 17 at 10 a.m. at The Grand, 
across from the Alpert JCC.

Her first volume, “Apprentice,” was a 
National Jewish Book Award finalist. A Los 
Angeles native, Maggie worked for 33 years as 
a clinical chemist for Kaiser Permanente before 
becoming an author.

Her book is now available in paperback at 
$6.95 and the electronic version at $2.99, if you 
want to read it before the review on January 17.

Please make your reservation today by 
sending a check for $30 made out to Judy Leff. 
For further information check latest issue of hard 
copy of Pillars or email info@ncjwlongbeach.org. 
See you there. 

uYour Favorite Author, 
Maggie Anton, Will Speak 
on January 17 at The Grand
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Hug Packs are on the agenda 
for the evening of Tuesday, 

February 28 beginning at 6:30 p.m. 
Nancy says the HugPacks will be filled 
with items for Kindergartners through 
2nd Grade foster children, and will 
they be happy to receive what awaits 
them! These little children have so 
little to brighten their lives. They often 
are taken from their homes with no 
time to gather what little they own 
and put into strange surroundings. 
You can brighten their lives by helping 
to fill these backpacks.

Do a mitzvah on February 28 by 
coming to the Alpert JCC and helping!

Photo credit Harriette Ellis

uHot off the Press, Says Nancy!

 Gail Skvirsky-Bohn

Louise Sperr

Gayle Johnston Arlich
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2017  has begun and our nation will soon have a new 
President and Congress.  What is in store for our 

NCJW issues?  Will they be promoted, targeted or ignored?  
What arguments and tactics seem likely to hold sway in the new 
environment?  

Start off the year by joining us for a “Special Edition” of Pastry 
and Politics. Our Inauguration Watch will be held on Friday, 
January 20, at 8:00 a.m. at Katella Deli, 4470 Katella Ave., in Los 
Alamitos when we will enjoy some breakfast and watch, listen, 
learn, and discuss with your NCJW community. We’ll also have 
private use of the bar and order breakfast from the menu. The 
restaurant requests a minimum order from each person at $9 and 
separate checks will be provided. To make your reservation please 
contact Deborah For further information check latest issue of hard 
copy of Pillars or email info@ncjwlongbeach.org. .

There’s more news! We are also excited to announce one more 
date for you to save: Sunday, March 19 at the Alpert JCC. This will 
be our much-anticipated Adie Holzman Annual Mini- Conference. 

This year we will focus on “Homeless at the Beach: What Do 
We Know? What Can We Do?” from 9:30 a.m. until 2:30 p.m. at 
the Alpert JCC with lunch served at noon.

This year’s Mini-Conference is your chance to put a face to the 
problem of homelessness.  Listen to some stories.  Hear some 
background.  What is being done?  What is not being done?  What 
has changed? Then consider where you fit into the picture.  

How would you like to engage: Community Service? Advocacy? 
Philanthropy?  We will have a facilitated break-out session for each 
of these NCJW Pillars.  

Who inspires you to act?  Homeless school children?  College 
youth? Former foster children?  Working families? 

We will have a chance to engage with advocates, service 
providers and your fellow NCJW Long Beach members to help 
us find our own places and voices in this complex and troubling 
puzzle. 

In January 2015, the Long Beach Homeless Count found 2,345 
homeless persons in the City.  On January 26 2017 the new count 
will take place. After a steady decline since 2011, most observers 
expect to see an increase, but only the numbers will tell.  

Volunteers are needed for both shelter counts and street 
counts. Training is provided, so if you or someone you know 
wants to volunteer, contact the City of Long Beach Department 
of Health and Human Services. The volunteer must be at least 18 
years of age.

Your reservation will include lunch. Please send your check 
for $30 made out to NCJW and mail to Judy Leff, Treasurer. 
For further information check latest issue of hard copy of Pillars or 
email info@ncjwlongbeach.org. 

uA New Year – New Challenges, Our
Next Mini-Conference Will Help You
By Deborah Chankin and Sherri Sobel,  
Co-Vice-Presidents, Advocacy and Legislation

Tribute Funds
We thank all these donors who have  

acknowledged other members, family and friends on special  
circumstances in their lives with contributions to our 

organization.

To Reason / From Fund

Barbara Alpert Good wishes for a speedy   
 recovery
 Barbara Wolfe   KFF

Jay Leff Mazal tov on your special honor 
 Barbara Wolfe   KFF

Linda Lieberman In memory of my precious   
 sister, Liz Lieberman, and my   
 dear brother-in-law, Norm   
 Lieberman 
 Harriette R. Ellis   DVF

Harold Meyerson In memory of my precious   
 sister, Estelle Meyerson and my  
 dear brother-in-law, Joseph   
 Meyerson
 Harriette R. Ellis   DVF

Rhoda Orenstein In memory of your dear brother,  
 Frank Decker                                            
 Harriette R. Ellis    DVF

Renee Simon and Family In loving memory of Jack   
 Blecher
 Wendy and Alan Puzarne   DVF
 Harriette Ellis   DVF

Nancy and Mark Speizer In loving memory of your sister,  
 Jean Semless
 Barbara Wolfe    KFF
 Paddy Kaller   SOF
 Audrey Zahler   SF
 June and Herman Rubin   SF
 Helen Barrad    SF
 Harriette R. Ellis   DVF
 Roz Bassin   SF

Family of Edna Statman In memory of your dear mother
 Paddy Kaller   SOF
 Audrey Zahler   SF
 Barbara Wolfe  KFF
 Joan Leb    GF

Audrey Zahler     Sending loving get well wishes                                 
 Harriette R. Ellis  DVF

GF-General Fund  HPF-Hug Pack Fund  DVF-Domestic Violence 
Fund   SOF-Senior Outreach Fund  SF-Scholarship Fund   
 KFF-Kindergarten Festival Fund   CSNF-College Student 

Nutrition Fund

Please send your tributes to  
Audrey Zahler. 
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 NCJW Executive Committee 
 President 

 VP Legislation & Advocacy Deborah Chankin 
  Sherri Sobel

 VP Resource Development 

 VP Community Service Michelle Sztraicher 
  Barbara Cohen  
  Bobbie Spiegel 
  Lynn Zdonek

 VP Communications Harriette Ellis 
  Ilsebill Wolfe

 VP Membership Stephany Rosenthal

 VP Programs Louise Sperr

 VP Organizational Operations Linda Calderón

 Treasurer Judith Leff

 Corresponding Secretary Diane Merrick

 Financial Secretary Ted Van Boemel

 Recording Secretary Joanne Levy

 Immediate Past President Ann Millman
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Once again, we are proud of our membership for donating 
so many food products to the Thanksgiving Care Baskets 

for this agency, when we hosted For the Child  on November 
3 at the Alpert JCC. 

Michelle Winterstein, director at “For the Child” agency, 
gave us information regarding the important work they do 
at their office for children who have been abused, neglected 
or exposed to violence in their homes. Also, she told us 
that they take their programs out to the community where 
children need their help.

Their Vision is “one child at a time, one family at a time, 
one program at a time-build a community that provides a 
circle of safety and possibility for children.”

It was an enjoyable afternoon for everybody.  It feels good 
to do a mitzvah and we hope that next year is going to be 
even more successful, but only if you, our members, plan to 
become participants. 

uOur Thanksgiving Tea,
“FOR THE CHILD,” Turns Into Big
Success With Lots of Donations

By Community Services Vice-Presidents
Michelle Sztraicher, Barbara Cohen, Bobbie Spiegel, Lynn Zdonek


