
NOTES FROM THE PRESIDENT
by Barbara Shipnuck, President

As this challenging year comes to a close and we look forward to a brighter 2021, it is important to 
review our accomplishments as well as our regrets. Yes, we all miss seeing each other in person at our 
Pastry and Politics series and community service project gatherings and look forward to their return.   
At the For the Child Tea and Chanukah brunch we could renew acquaintances, show family photos and 
laugh together. Annual meeting and installation were a chance to  meet the new Board of Directors  
and size us up. We've had to adjust to these losses and move forward into a different reality.

This has brought challenges as well as triumphs. In August our Advocacy committee hosted our first 
Zoom replacement for Pastry and Politics, a conversation about White Supremacy, White Nationalism 
and Anti-Semitism Today. Because this program was on Zoom, and not in person, we could  reach 
beyond our local community  and invite members of NCJW Sections across the country to join us. 
Conversely, other Sections  and National could invite us to attend events we otherwise would not have 
had access to as they turned to virtual platforms.  

For years, a dedicated group of members, led by Deb Chankin and Janet Rosenblatt, has been active in 
registering voters on college campuses. This year we had to find a different outlet for that energy. 
Instead of registering voters in person we participated in a National effort and joined with Vote Forward 
to write letters to low propensity voters urging them to vote. Perhaps because so many of us are staying 

in and looking for new activities, we had more volunteers than ever.  We also had a telephone tree calling  all our members to remind 
them to vote.

In addition to being social, our For the Child Tea has been a gathering with a purpose.  Members brought canned food to the event to 
donate to families in need.  Though we could not gather we did not want to lose the charitable aspect of the event, and so, offered our 
members the chance to send a special donation to be used to purchase gift cards to supermarkets that For the Child could distribute to 
their families.  

I could go on: The impactful memorial we held on Zoom for Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg;  our first ever virtual Bingo Game fundraiser; 
the Third Thursday discussion group and my "tea" with Chai members.  All of this is to say that we have met the challenges of 2020 
and are now looking forward to 2021, when we will add some "make it at home" Community Service opportunities. Stay tuned for 
news from Bobbi Horowitz.

We will reach a major milestone in 2021--our 75th anniversary. You may have noticed that this Pillars carries a new special logo which 
we will use throughout the year.  Past President Ann Millman is chairing a committee that will design a year of celebrations--some of 
them planned in the alternative with  the hope that we may gather in person before the year is over. I invite you to contact Ann if you 
would like to participate in the planning.

I want to close by wishing you, your loved ones and our community a healthy and safe 2021. May we all continue to strive to carry out 
the mission of NCJW, to improve the lives of women, children and families and make this a better world for all or us. 

The year 2021 is a special year for NCJW Greater Long Beach and West Orange County.  This will be the 75th anniversary of receiving 
our charter as part of the National Council of Jewish Women.  In different times we would be planning a gala Charter Day event and 
major events through the year.  But, just because we are, so far, limited to “virtual” activities, does not mean that we still can’t  
celebrate! Our Co-VPs of Programs, Sharon Brannon and Lisa Raufman, have done an amazing job so far to keep our members engaged 
and creatively involved.  Reaching the 75 year mark serving our community is a major achievement, and one worthy of celebration 
however we can do it!  NCJW has had a major impact on the Long Beach area community.  We have initiated and participated in many 
different programs over 75 years, changing our priorities depending upon the needs of the times.  It is hoped that by the end of 2021, 
we can have an in-person event that gives proper recognition to the results of 75 years of activities and involvement. We need to 
recruit a committee that can celebrate the past 75 years and inspire us to plan for the future.  
Please contact Ann Millman if you’d like the opportunity to help plan and coordinate activities that give recognition to where 
we’ve been and where we’d like to go! 

WE’RE HAVING AN ANNIVERSARY!  
by Ann Millman, Pillars Editor
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BOOK REVIEW GOES ON!
by Sharon Brannon and Lisa Raufman, Co-VPs Programs

In the November issue of Pillars, Section members were reminded to complete the Section’s new “Involvement Opportunities” form. 
Click here to download. The purpose of this form is to learn more about you and for you to tell us where your interests may lie, 
whether it be advocacy, resource development, community service, or programming.  Please complete the form and return it to 
NCJW Attn: Membership, 6216 E. Pacific Coast Highway, #239, Long Beach, CA 90803 or email info@ncjwlongbeach.org.  
We will make sure you are connected to the Vice Presidents for these committees and you, too, can become more involved with your 
NCJW Section.

How many calendars do you have?  The kitchen wall calendar, the cell phone calendar, a desk calendar—in order to be sure to 
remember a particular person on a special day?  We encourage you to start the secular new year by considering a $36 gift membership 
to that family member, friend, or associate…someone who is committed to NCJW’s mission supporting women, children, and families.  
Complete the gift membership online https://ncjwlboc.wufoo.com/forms/ncjw-gift-membership/ and we will send the gift notice 
to the recipient.  

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact us: Natalie Swit or Michelle Sztraicher at info@ncjwlongbeach.org 
or (657) 235-2511.  We look forward to hearing from you.

MEMBERSHIP MATTERS
by Natalie Swit and Michelle Sztraicher, Co-VPs Membership

We invite everyone to join us for the annual Shirley Stein Book Review co-sponsored by 
NCJW Greater Long Beach and West Orange County and Sharon-Carmel Hadassah.  Our virtual 
gathering will be at 4pm on Tuesday, January 26 in front of your screen.  The book selection 
for this year is The Watergate Girl—My fight for Truth and Justice Against a Criminal President.  
The author, Jill Wine Banks, will be our presenter.  We’re sure you will find this a very 
interesting and informative event! 

The book takes place in a time, much like today, when Americans feared for the future of their 
democracy and women stood up for equal treatment.  At the crossroads of the Watergate 
scandal and the women’s movement stood a young lawyer named Jill Wine Volner (as she was 
then known), barely thirty years old and the only woman on the team that prosecuted the 
highest- ranking White House officials.  Called “the mini-skirted lawyer” by the press, she 
fought to receive the respect accorded her male counterparts—and prevailed.

In The Watergate Girl, Jill Wine-Banks takes us inside this troubled time in American history, 
and it is impossible to read about the crimes of Richard Nixon and the people around him 
without drawing parallels to today’s headlines.  The book is also the story of a young woman 
who sought to make her professional mark, while trapped in a failing marriage, buffeted by 
sexist preconceptions, and harboring secrets of her own.  Her house was burgled, her phones 
tapped, and even her office trash was rifled through.

Jill Wine-Banks is an MSNBC legal analyst appearing regularly on the network's prime time 
shows. She is the author of The Watergate Girl: My fight for Truth and Justice Against a 
Criminal President.   She began her career as an organized crime prosecutor at the US Dept of 
Justice and became one of three assistant special prosecutors in the trial of Pres. Nixon's top aides for obstruction of justice in the 
Watergate scandal.  She served as general counsel of the US Army and worked to integrate women into the Regular Army as well as 
into West Point and basic training.

Her experience in the corporate world began at Motorola, where Ms. Wine-Banks was responsible for international business 
development and the creation of cellular operating companies around the globe. She held assignments in Pakistan and in 
St. Petersburg, Russia. Ms. Wine-Banks also worked in Ukraine, China, Singapore, Europe and South America, often interacting with 
government officials in those countries and in Washington, D.C. After seven years at Motorola, Ms. Wine-Banks was recruited to serve 
as Maytag's Vice President of Alliance Management, working extensively in Japan and Europe.

More recently Ms. Wine-Banks was appointed by the Secretary of Defense to the Judicial Proceedings Panel’s Subcommittee on Sexual 
Assault in the military, where she served from 2014 to 2017. After hearings in D.C. and on military installations in the U.S. and abroad, 
the committee made seven reports recommending improvements to the military’s handling of sexual assault cases, many of which 
have been adopted or enacted into legislation.

She lives in Evanston, Illinois with her husband of 40 years.  Jill is a graduate of the University of Illinois at Champaign-Urbana and 
Columbia Law School. 

TO REGISTER: go to www.ncjwlongbeach.org  and watch for our Eblasts.  We won’t be serving lunch this year, so there is no 
charge for the program. However, donations are welcomed!
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https://files.constantcontact.com/c748ec23301/593b4f11-09d0-46bf-b989-8916473140cd.pdf


NCJW SECTION SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITY TO BE 
ANNOUNCED SOON
by Linda C. Fox, Scholarships Committee Chair 

WE DIDN’T FORGET THE CHILDREN
by Linda C. Fox, Committee Member, Community Service

The Scholarship Committee of NCJW Greater Long Beach and West Orange County will be meeting 
this month (January) and will be announcing the requirements and the application form and deadline 
shortly.  For the present, please be thinking of those Jewish undergraduate and graduate students 
who are in your circles who might be interested in applying. The students must be residents of the 
greater Long Beach and West Orange County areas but may be attending a campus away from home. 
More information will follow. Questions can be directed to Linda C. Fox, Scholarships 
Committee Chair at info@ncjwlongbeach.org or (657) 235-2511.

Due to the coronavirus, the Section could not hold the in-person 
traditional Tea For The Child. In other years, many, many donations 
of  Thanksgiving food items were collected to benefit the clients of 
this respected area agency that serves neglected and abused 
children and their families. 

Instead, Community Service requested tax-deductible donations to 
NCJW and then turned  these into gift cards to Ralph’s/Food For 
Less. Because of your generosity, we were able to deliver 40 gift 
cards of $25.00 each to the agency, allowing 40 families to shop for 
side dishes to accompany turkeys provided by another donor. 
Thank you so very much for supporting our effort to make this 
Thanksgiving a little less stressful for these client families!

During these times of staying safe at home, NCJW Greater Long Beach & West Orange County has 
organized and presented a number of engaging virtual programs online, in collaboration with 
partners old and new. One of the benefits of online webinars through Zoom is that we are able to 
record them for future viewing. To that end, we now have a YouTube “channel” for our Section! 

To date we have posted four Zoom video recordings from past webinar events:

  1. 8-17-2020: Get Out the Vote By Mail, with Vote Forward 

  2. 8-27-2020: A Conversation Between Eric Ward & Rabbi Peter Levi: 
      White Supremacy, White Nationalism, and Anti-Semitism Today 

  3. 10-2-2020: May Her Memory Be a Revolution, a Tribute to RBG 

  4. 10-7-2020: Know Your Ballot Before You Vote, League of Women Voters

Future webinars will also be recorded and posted on YouTube. I encourage you to check out our 
YouTube web page at: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrs1DfIvhC3FGg4ZgNN5MeA

Or you can go to YouTube.com and search for “NCJW Greater Long Beach & West Orange County”.

If you like what you see, and you don’t want to miss future videos, consider subscribing to our 
YouTube channel!

In order to provide information accessible to all, we’re looking into the possibility of closed 
captioning options for our online event video recordings. Please contact us at 
info@ncjwlongbeach.org and let us know of your needs in this area.

WE NOW HAVE A YOUTUBE CHANNEL!
by Cynthia Gordon, Co-VP Advocacy
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https://youtu.be/jRc7w4dvrKE
https://youtu.be/ewg_guqXzWc
https://youtu.be/5QGcvedIqNs
https://youtu.be/73RNlgUPRVY


REMINDER
Postcard deadline is the 10th of the previous 
month. Please send postcard information to 

Joanne Levy.

Pillars deadline is the 1st of the month before the 
next issue. Send copy to Editor Ann Millman.

PROGRAMS CONTINUE WHILE 
WE STAY AT HOME!
by Lisa Raufman and Sharon Brannon, 
Co-VPs Programs

The Program VPs have used their ingenuity to come up with 
continuing programming to involve members during the extended 
“stay-at-home” orders.  Although we can’t meet in person, you can 
continue to be involved with your NCJW friends through the magic of 
technology!  Participation is welcomed. Just register in advance so 
that you can receive the Zoom link.

Throughout 2021, Monthly free virtual (on Zoom) NCJW programs 
will be as follows:

Spend Thursdays with us
2nd Thursday, January 14 at 4pm: Game Day

3rd Thursday, January  21 at 7pm: Topic: The 2021 
Inauguration. Implications for Issues important to NCJW

4th Thursday, January 28 at 7pm:  Movie Discussion after 
watching on your own, e.g. The Women’s Balcony

For more information, mail programs@ncjwlongbeach.org or 
call (657) 235-2511 or to register go to 
www.ncjwlongbeach.org

 

COMMEMORATE THE INAUGURATION 
ON JANUARY 20TH WHEN 
MAMALA KAMALA WILL 
BECOME NOT ONLY THE FIRST 
FEMALE VICE PRESIDENT, 
BUT FIRST WOMAN OF COLOR! 
by Deborah Lewis, Co-VP Resource Development

We thank all these donors who have acknowledged other 
members, family and friends on special circumstances in 
their lives with contributions to our organization. 

TRIBUTE FUNDS

To make a tribute you can call or email Barbara Millman 
or go online at www.ncjwlongbeach.org/tribute 
You can remember or congratulate friends with a Tribute 
card and support NCJW projects! 

GF: General Fund. 
HPF: Hug Pack Fund. 
DVF: Domestic Violence Fund. 
SOF: Senior Outreach Fund. 
LCSF: Linda Calderón Memorial Scholarship Fund. 
KFF: Denise Berro Kindergarten Festival Fund. 
CSNF: College Student Nutrition Fund. 
ISTF: Immigration Services Tribute Fund.

To Ilsebill Wolfe
Congratulations on your new home
From Michelle Sztraicher - GF

To Jeff and Nancy Barrad
in memory of Helen Barrad
From Barbara and Lee Shoag - GF

To Dawn Haldane
Wishing you a speedy recovery
From Joanne Levy - GF

To Harriette Einhorn
Get well soon
From Dale and Mike Strok - GF

To the family of Helen Barrad
in memory of Helen
From Barbara Wolfe - KF

Purchase online at www.ncjwlongbeach.org/jewelry

Cynthia Gordon, Co-VP 
Advocacy meets VP-Elect 
Kamala Harris on a recent 
visit to Long Beach
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NCJW sends deepest sympathy to:  
The children, grandchildren and great grandchildren of Dodie 
Robbins who passed away in October. Dodie was a longtime 
member of NCJW.

The children and grandchildren of Helen Barrad who passed 
away in November. Helen was a longtime Life member of NCJW.

NCJW sends speedy get well wishes to:
Deborah Kaplan-Wyckoff
Dawn Haldane
Sandy Horwitz
Andrea Friedenthal
Marian Martin
Phyllis Wallis
We hope all these members get well and stay well soon!

If you know of any of our members who are ill, or have passed 
away, or know of awards, honors, or special celebrations, 
please contact Harriett Ellis at info@ncjwlongbeach.org or 
(657) 235-2511.

CARING CORNER
by Harriette Ellis, Chair Caring Corner


