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A FAITH IN THE FUTURE.  A BELIEF IN ACTION.
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Pillars

T he National Council of Jewish Women 
(NCJW) is a grassroots organization 

of volunteers and advocates who turn progressive ideals 
into action. Inspired by Jewish values, NCJW strives for social 
justice by improving the quality of life for women, children, and 
families and by safeguarding individual rights and freedoms.

This mission drives all the work of NCJW and is informed 
by our priorities and resolutions.

Five representatives from Long Beach - Linda Calderón, 
Linda C. Fox, Michelle Gordon, Sherri Sobel and Lisa Raufman 
- traveled to Atlanta, Ga. to participate in NCJW’s 47th 
National Convention at the end of March.  This convention 
represents the beginning of a triennium where decisions are 
made regarding plans for the next three years of operation:  
strategic plan and its focus, trainings to equip our leaders 
with sufficient resources and ideas to address the challenges 
of today and tomorrow, and opportunities to interact and 
interconnect with members and leaders from across the 
country and Israel.

Anyone who has attended one of NCJW’s conventions, 
conferences or leadership retreats remembers with great 
excitement and fondness the exuberance and “raring to go” 
feeling that participants return home with.  This convention 
was no exception.  Through the eyes of our newer members, 
those of us who’ve been around a while felt reignited by our 
newer members’ excitement.

Congressman John Lewis from Georgia, a prominent civil 
rights leader who marched with Martin Luther King Jr. and has 
served in Congress since 1987, spoke to us about speaking 
“truth to power.” He reminded us that although we came 
over on different ships, “we were all in the same boat.”  He 
has endured much in his life and yet reminded us that we 
must “never, never give up.”  Tears flowed easily during his 
speech, and the roar of the audience let him know that we 
appreciated all that he has done for us and our country.

The focus for the next three years will address many of the 
issues of the day that NCJW promotes and will include the 
following strategies in doing so:

•       Civic engagement

•       Communications

•       Coalition building

Many of the workshops we attended focused on these 
areas and included, in part, Courts Matter, Anti-Semitism 
and Racism in a New Political Reality, Building a Culture of 
Civic Engagement, Learning and Taking Action to Become 
an LGBTQ Ally, A Fundraising Practicum, and Ideas Market 
Networking Sessions.

This year will be one of implementing many of these 
strategies to reinforce our resolve and implement our 
priorities and resolutions.  We invite you, dear members, and 
your friends to seriously consider joining us in this effort this 
year.  You’ll find that it feels good to be part of the solution 
instead of being part of the problem.

Our annual summer retreat will be on Tuesday, June 6 at 
the Alpert JCC. More information about joining our efforts to 
“make a difference” will be provided soon.  Be sure to save 
the date.  

In 1891, Hannah G. Solomon was asked to organize the 
participation of Jewish women for the (then) upcoming Chicago 
World’s Fair.  When Hannah and her recruits discovered they 
were expected to perform hostess duties, they refused and 
planned a revolutionary women’s forum instead.  Convening in 
1893 at the World Parliament of Religions, these courageous 
Jewish women from throughout the country changed the role 
of women and the nature of volunteerism forever by founding 
the National Council of Jewish Women.

If we had an elevator speech to give to those we meet, 
it might say, “A uniquely qualified Jewish organization that 
advocates for everything important in your life.”

uNCJW’s Convention in Atlanta Proves  
Outstanding, Exciting and Very Informative 
By Linda Calderón
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So are we!  Plan to join us for our annual Retreat on 
Tuesday, June 6 from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at the Alpert 
JCC.

Recently, five members of National Council of Jewish 
Women, Long Beach attended a convention in Atlanta.  
One of those members was Michelle Gordon, soon to 
be a co-Vice President of Membership for the upcoming 
year.  Her impassioned reason for becoming more involved 
resonated with so many people in the community and in 
our organization.

“Since the election I have been in search of an outlet for 
my need to take action against the policies that are in conflict 
with my beliefs,” she said. “While researching information 
on the Women’s March, I stumbled onto the NCJW’ 
website. I discovered that NCJW was partnering with the 
Women’s March on Washington as a major supporter and 
sponsor. I learned that NCJW is ‘a grassroots organization 
of volunteers and advocates who turn progressive ideas 
into action. Inspired by Jewish values, NCJW strives for 
social justice by improving the quality of life for women, 
children, and families, and by safeguarding individual rights 
and freedoms.’  And, I discovered the NCJW Action Center 
that provides real time, immediate action opportunities on 
a daily basis.  I began to feel empowered!!”

 Like our nation, the Long Beach Section of NCJW is at 
a pivotal point. It is time to become more engaged in the 
national agenda of NCJW.

 As we prepare for our annual retreat on June 6, we want 
to extend an invitation not only to our Board members but 
to all members to participate in this retreat. There is no 
charge, and lunch will be provided.  Bring a like-minded 
friend who may also be looking for a means of responding 
to the assault on our Jewish values.

We want to learn what progressive ideas are important 
for you and this community going forward:  Reproductive 
rights? Immigration? Civil rights? Voter registration? Israel? 
Civic engagement? Advocacy? Community service?

We want to make good use of our resources and will 
be evaluating our current programming in light of the needs 
to move forward on our national agenda, while meeting 
the needs of the Long Beach community. 

We need your energy and involvement! 

Please RSVP to Linda Calderón and/or Linda C. Fox.

As Helen Keller once said, “Alone we can do so little, 
together we can do so much.”

By Ann Millman and Linda Calderón

uAre You Concerned By What’s 
Happening in Washington?

uHugpack Packing: Rolling Around As 
Often As Jewish Holidays! 
By Nancy Press, Hugpack Chair

Our last hugpack evening for the school year will be held 
on Tuesday, May 23, from 6:30-8:30 p.m. at the Alpert 

JCC. This time we will pack for 3-5th graders. Please come to 
help and enjoy the time knowing how much your efforts will 
be loved and appreciated by these little children who don’t 
often get such gifts. You’ll also enjoy the delicious appetizers, 
desserts and wine which will be served.

After you have written this date on your calendar, please 
call Nancy and let her know you are ready to volunteer. 

uOur Joint Meeting With Sharon-
Carmel Hadassah Features Attorney 
Laurie Levenson

Don’t forget our joint meeting with Hadassah on Tuesday, 
May 9 at 10:30 a.m. at the Golden Sails Restaurant, 6285 

E. Pacific Coast Hwy.  Laurie Levenson, a law professor at 
Loyola Law School, will be the speaker, giving us her pithy 
views on what is happening in Washington.  It is not to be 
missed.  Send a $25 check, payable to Hadassah, to Rosalind 
Bassin. For further information check latest issue of hard copy 
of Pillars or email info@ncjwlongbeach.org. 

uAnd then in June…

On Sunday, June 4, we will have our end-of-the-year 
brunch at Katella Deli, at 10:45 a.m. There is no need 

to make a reservation.  Just come at the appointed hour on 
Sunday, order what you wish and pay for it yourself.  Lots 
of fun and conversation. First time in attending? You’ll enjoy 
every minute!

Your smiling 
face should 
join these 
NCJW smiling 
faces at the 
next Hug Pack 
gathering at 
the Alpert 
JCC  on May 
23 to create 
even MORE 
smiling faces of 
foster children 
who are the 
recipients of 
the wonderful 
backpacks our 
members fill 
and provide 
for them.
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NCJW sends deepest condolences:
To the Family of Laura Orloff, a longtime, 

devoted member of NCJW and former 
president.

To Dorothy Hartstein, whose beloved 
husband Dr. Paul Hartstein died recently.

To Romie Temkin, whose beloved husband 
Dr. Eugene Temkin, died recently.

To Laurie Raykoff , whose dear father, 
Herbert Samuel, died recently.

To Susan Stuhlbarg, whose beloved 
husband, Mort Stuhlbarg, died recently.

To Jean Feldman, whose dear son, Greg 
Feldman, died on April 15.

To Sandy Horwitz, whose beloved husband, 
Gerald, died recently.

Get well greetings to:
Diane Fike

Dorothy Levin, who is recovering from 
major surgery.

Shirley Feiwell, who is recovering from knee 
surgery.

Our NCJW member earns a  
Special Mazal Tov!

NCJW’s longtime member Sylvia Manheim 
was recognized by Assemblymember Patrick 
O’Donnell as one of this year’s Women of 
Distinction for the 70th Assembly District.  
She was one of about 20 women receiving 
this special award.  Congratulations Sylvia! 
You certainly have earned this honor.

Caring 
CORNER

If you know of any of our members who are ill, 
please notify Caring Co-Chairs, Nancy Speizer or 

Jean Feldman. For more information please contact 
us at:  ncjwlb@gmail.com.  

NCJW wants to know!

You won’t want to miss our installation meeting, as this is the 
time when our new board of directors takes over for the 

new year, and our new president will announce some of the 
items and issues we will focus on in the future. The meeting will 
start at 10 a.m. on Tuesday, May 16 and will be held at the Peris 
Restaurant, on the corner of Norwalk Blvd. and Carson, 12155 
Carson Street in Hawaiian Gardens. 

 In addition to the installation, Sara Millman 
Silva will be our speaker.  Sara (at left) is the 
daughter of Ann and Bill Millman and also 
the co-founder and co-executive director of 
Compton Youth Build – a charter vocational 
school for young people, 16-24 years of age, 
who have been unable to succeed in regular 
public school. 

And, of course, you will have an opportunity to thank last 
years’ officers and congratulate the new ones.  Please make 
your reservation by sending your check for $30 to Judy Leff. 
Please contact us at: ncjwlb@gmail.com for more information.  
Try to have your checks in by May 10 so that we can notify the 
restaurant. 

uInstallation Tops NCJW May 
Meeting, Adds New Perspectives On 
Students in Poverty Areas
By Louise Sperr, V-P Program

2016 Graduating class at Compton YouthBuild
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uMini Conference Photo Album

Zhita Rea

Judith Carey Fisher

RETURNING MEMBER

Sharon Coleman

CHANGE OF ADDRESS:

Carla Stern-Palmer

uNew Members and Address Changes

NCJW volunteers with student volunteers gather with Long 
Beach LBUSD Superintendent Chris Steinhauser at the 

K-Festival.

Gail Skvirsky-Bohn and Natalie Lissak listen intently.

Jean Feldman makes her choice at the buffet table prepared
for members and guest at the mini-conference in March.

Our speakers gave us much to think about with their talks on 
the homeless – each coming from a different agency with a 

different perspective.

We are so delighted to welcome these new members to 
our affiliate. Please greet them when you see them at our 

meetings and events.

Please contact us at: ncjwlb@gmail.com for more information.  
We suggest you cut out these additions and changes to our 

membership and paste them into your 2016-2018 NCJW 
directory.

Over 40 attendees at the mini-conference last month listened, 
learned and got involved at breakout sessions.
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uAdvocacy Update 

I t is not often that Long Beach cracks the top 10 list of large 
U.S. cities for, well, anything.  True, we have been there in 

the past as one of the nation’s most racially integrated large 
cities.  And our school district has achieved national recogni-
tion among large city schools.  

Still, when a Press-Telegram front page headline reads (as 
it did the day we sat down to write this column) “Year-over-
year growth is near the top of 100 largest U.S. cities,” we take 
note.  Well, here it is: we cracked the top 10 among the 100 
largest U.S. cities for month-to-month rent increases.  Renters 
in Long Beach are officially hurting.

But if you attended our Mini-Conference in March, you 
already knew that.  And you already knew that steep rent 
increases are one of the causes of struggling but stable fami-
lies falling into homelessness. We are all riveted by events in 
Washington these days, and we’ll turn to that shortly. 

For a moment though, we want to share our excitement at 
the wonderful Adie Holzman Mini-Conference we had and 
to thank everyone who put their hearts into planning it: Sha-
ron Brannon, our mentor Barbara Millman, Linda Palitz, Lisa 
Raufman, Janet Rosenblatt, Barbara Shipnuck, Natalie Swit, 
and Michelle Sztraicher.

 Each of us learned so much along the way from the com-
munity and from each other.  Each of us was touched in some 
way by the homeless individuals and families in our midst, and 
we hope you were also.  Sincere thanks to everyone who lent 
a hand, everyone who attended and, most of all, our fabulous 
speakers who are out there in the community every day mak-
ing a difference and who all donated their time.

Please continue to give us feedback on the format.  Did 
it meet our goals? We wanted to “think globally, and act lo-

cally”; to make a place for members who are moved by dif-
ferent ones of the NCJW four Pillars - education, advocacy, 
community service and philanthropy; to provide opportunities 
for inspiration, interaction, and practical suggestions, not limit 
ourselves to informational presentations; to shed light on an 
important social issue; and to lead toward action.  How did 
we do, and how can we continue to improve?

Please also continue to give us or any Board member, feed-
back on whether and how we should make homelessness, an 
ongoing area of involvement for NCJW Long Beach. 

Speaking of practical suggestions - all food leftovers from 
the Mini-Conference were donated to Urban Community 
Outreach and the cookies we enjoyed at lunch were pur-
chased from the Village Cookie Shop, a work force training 
project of Mental Health America in Long Beach.

Beginning with the April 19 Pastry and Politics we turned 
our attention to national affairs with an intimate gathering 
with Congressman Alan Lowenthal.   We all share the anxiety 
that embraces much of the nation as this new administration 
finds its sea legs.  We will be considering how best to keep 
you all informed of threats and opportunities with regard to 
NCJW’s core issues and how best to engage with the Con-
gress in the coming years.

Finally, this is the last column by the two of us as Co-Vice 
Presidents.  Your Legislation and Advocacy Co- VP’s in the 
new year will be Sherri Sobel once again and Lisa Raufman.  
Deborah and Sherri have deeply enjoyed working together 
and are proud of the accomplishments of this year. 

We look forward to many more successes under Sherri So-
bel’s continuing leadership with the addition of Lisa Raufman’s 
energy and organizational experience.

By Deborah Chankin and Sherri Sobel, co-chairs, Legislation and Advocacy

NCJW Adie Holzman Mini-Conference in March was a great success with excellent speakers and a simple but tasty luncheon, all 
planned by Sherri Sobel and Deborah Chankin and their dedicated committee. Seen here is the large contingent of members and 

guests who were present to be informed about the serious homeless problem in Long Beach.
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Tribute Funds
We thank all these donors who have acknowledged other members, family and friends on special circumstances in their 

lives with contributions to our organization.

To Reason / From Fund

Ilsebill Wolfe In memory of your dear Mother, Rose Cramer
 Linda and Steve Schlein CSNF
 Rothenberg Family CSNF
 Joan Leb GF
Dorothy Samuel and family 
 In memory of your dear husband, Charles
         Flora Loeb CSNF
 Judy Lorber HP
Debi Felsenthal and family
 In memory of your dear Mother,  
 Arlene Solomon
           Flora and Jerry Loeb CSNF
 Judy Lorber HP
 Yolanda and Victor Placencio HP
 Helen Barrad CSNF
Barbara Wolfe Get well soon
 Helen Barrad KFF
Barbara Alpert Get well soon
 Judy Lorber HP
Linda  Fox In honor of receiving the Hannah G.   
 Solomon Award
  Judy Lorber HP
 Claire Lipschultz and Barbara Baran GF
Dorothy Levin Get well soon
 Helen Barrad CSNF
Don Seidler  Happy Birthday
 Helen Barrad CSNF
Diane Fike Thinking of you
 Helen Barrad CSNF
Ron Guest Get well wishes
 Helen Barrad CSNF
Mort Stuhlbarg family     In memory of your husband and father,     
 Mort Stuhlbarg
 Helen Barrad CSNF
Bob & Jeannie Alban    Mazel tov on the birth of twin    
 granddaughters
 Helen Barrad CSNF
Ann Martin Glad you are better
 Helen Barrad    CS NF

To Reason / From Fund

Sheila Pokras and family
 In memory of your dear husband, 
 Dr. Norman Pokras 
 Helen Barrad CSNF
 Judy Lorber HP
Sandra Horwitz and family
 In memory of Jerry
 Harriette and Max Poper GF
Diane Fike Hope you are feeling better
 Helen Barrad  CSNF
Romie Temkin and family
 Deep condolences on the death of your dear    
 husband, Dr. Eugene Temkin
     Helen Barrad CSNF
 Mark and Nancy Speizer SO
 Audrey Zahler CSNF
 Bea Aron SF
 Elaine Warren SO
 Louise Sperr CSNF
Linda Waltzman and family
 Deep condolences on the death of your dear      
 father, Dr. Eugene Temkin
  Barbara Wolfe CSNF
 Roz Bassin HP
Dorothy Hartstein and family
 Deep condolences on the death of dear    
 husband and father, Dr. Paul Hartstein
 Helen Barrad CSNF
 Audrey Zahler CSNF
Jeanette Fackler Deep condolences on the death of your father
 Helen Barrad, CSNF
NCJW Roz Bassin SF
Ilsebill Wolfe Get Well Wishes
 Roz Bassin GF
Vicki Orloff and family 
 Deep condolences on the death of your dear    
 mother, Laura
 Louise Sperr CSNF                 

GF-General Fund  HPF-Hug Pack Fund   
DVF-Domestic Violence Fund   SOF-Senior Outreach Fund  SF-Scholarship Fund   KFF-Kindergarten Festival Fund    

CSNF-College Student Nutrition Fund

Please send your tributes to Audrey Zahler. 

NCJW Annual Retreat This Summer
Tuesday, June 6 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

at the Alpert Jewish Community Center
Our annual retreat is always filled with good talk, meeting fellow members and information you 

will need to be a successful volunteer in our many projects. You won’t want to miss a single minute! 
It’s open to every one of our members at no charge, and lunch will be served for your attendance! 

You can even bring a friend, but let us know.
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by Barbara Cohen, Bobbie Spiegel, Michelle 
Sztraicher, Lynn Zdonek Co-VP’s of 
Community Service. 

Our NCJW Community Service 
Committee once again hosted a 

successful and joyous Intergenerational 
Purim Luncheon on March 15 at the Alpert 
JCC for more than 90 delighted guests. 
Needless to say, we hosted the luncheon 
with great pleasure and enthusiasm.

The centerpieces created by the AJCC 
children made the tables look very festive 
and colorful.

The entertainment was provided by an 
excellent pianist, Michael Rothbart.

NCJW Community Service VP’s are 
grateful for the help received from Ronnie 
Levine,  Jeanne Halliday, Ann Millman, 
Stephany Rosenthal, Harriette Ellis and 
Linda Klein.

uCharter Day Photo Album

Aren’t sisters wonderful? Our honoree Linda C. Fox 
is surrounded by her three sisters:  (from left) Gloria 

Cowan, Linda, Dale Strok, Thea Brodkin.

Linda Calderón, our upcoming president, 
welcomes National Board Member Nancy 

Wolman.

Frieda Caplan and Deborah Kaplan-
Wyckoff enjoy NCJW’s Charter Day 
brunch and “getting to know you!”

Time for prizes! Bobbie Spiegel reads the 
number and Stephany Rosenthal acts as 

assistant. There were lots of happy winners.

Barbara Shoag makes 
certain that everyone buys 

a ticket.

Nancy Press, Linda Waltzman and Romie 
Temkin enjoy the festive day.

uWe Hold a Highly Successful Intergenerational Purim Luncheon at the AJCC

Barbara Cohen checks the strawberries. Ann Millman counts the 
hamantaschen.

Lynn Zdonek, Michelle Sztraicher and 
 Jeanne Halliday

Stephany Rosenthal and Michelle 
Sztraicher
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 NCJW Executive Committee 
 President 

 VP Legislation & Advocacy Deborah Chankin 
  Sherri Sobel

 VP Resource Development 

 VP Community Service Michelle Sztraicher 
  Barbara Cohen  
  Bobbie Spiegel 
  Lynn Zdonek

 VP Communications Harriette Ellis 
  Ilsebill Wolfe

 VP Membership Stephany Rosenthal

 VP Programs Louise Sperr

 VP Organizational Operations Linda Calderón

 Treasurer Judith Leff

 Corresponding Secretary Diane Merrick

 Financial Secretary Ted Van Boemel

 Recording Secretary Joanne Levy

 Immediate Past President Ann Millman
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DATED MATERIAL

Ode to  Arlene
We lost a Star

Her drive and energy were

     dynamic and dazzling

Arlene twinkled words and sparked ideas.

We are all better having known

    her warmth

    her insight

    her inspiration and caring.

Her sparkle will continue, lighting our paths

    forever.

Thank you, little star.

A poem in memory of our devoted 
member, Arlene Solomon.  

By Audrey Hyde Zahler.


