
FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK
by Linda C. Fox, President 

This is November, and the midterm elections 
2018 are upon us. With apologies to the Bard, 
William Shakespeare: To Vote or Not to Vote? 
That is NOT the Question! For NCJW 
members across the country, there can only 
be one answer -VOTE and encourage 
everyone to do so!  Throughout its history – 
125 years and counting – NCJW has worked 
to expand voting rights, drive voter turnout, 
educate on the issues, and engage our 
advocates. We know that voting is the most 
basic tool we have to influence public policy 
that directly impacts our lives.

The values NCJW holds dear have been under assault since the 
change of administration in January 2017. In the words of  
NCJW’s  CEO Nancy Kaufman: “Our Jewish history and texts 
teach us to welcome the stranger because we too were 
strangers; they teach us to love our neighbors as we love 
ourselves and they teach us to respect the dignity of every 
human being. We apply these values to our advocacy for 
reproductive health, rights, and justice; religious freedom and 
liberty; a fair and independent judiciary; and human, 
pro-family policies towards immigrants, refugees, asylum 
seekers, and all those seeking a better life in our country.” The 
fate of so many of these issues will be determined by the 
midterm elections of 2018, perhaps the most important 
midterm elections in your lifetimes and mine. 

We are fortunate in California in that limitations of many kinds 
– transportation, our physical condition, obstacles of time - are 
a bit less problematic since we Californians have the ability to 
vote by mail, if only we take advantage of that option. Many 
still prefer to vote at polling places; however,  In truth, there is 
little reason NOT to cast a vote in California. But turnout in 
midterm elections is notoriously low: during the midterm 
election of 2014, only 37% of eligible voters nation-wide cast a 
ballot, the lowest turnout since World War II! 

After the Supreme Court in 2013 invalidated 2 key parts of the 
Voting Rights Act of 1965 and therefore freeing nine states to 
change their own voting laws without federal approval, voter 
suppression attempts such as the purging of voter rolls, 
unreasonable  ID requirements, and the closing of a thousand 
polling places in  predominantly African-American counties 
actively discourage people from voting.  The hew and cry of 
“Voter Fraud” has been found to be a hoax: The Brennan 
Center for Justice has determined that statistically speaking, a 
person is more likely to be struck by lightning than to commit 
in-person voting fraud! 

It should go without saying that our vote is our voice, a right 
that so many women and people of color fought hard in this 
country to obtain. All citizens, women and men, should feel a 
sense of obligation to exercise this right, because in many 
places around the world, this is not universal. 

And that brings me to gratitude. Yes, you and I are grateful to 
live in a country where we CAN help shape the future of our 
country by voicing our opinions at the ballot box. I am grateful 
for the work that NCJW continues to do to safeguard and 
expand voting rights, to drive voter turnout, to educate voters 
on the issues, and to advocate for this most vital part of our 
democracy. November is a month when many of us give thanks 
for family, for health, for access to many of the things that 
bless us in our lives. I hope that you include NCJW Long Beach 
in that list of blessings you enjoy and will consider a year-end 
contribution to help us continue in the good work NCJW does 
week in, week out, in our community, in our state, in our 
country, and in Israel. 

Visit https://vimeo.com/180962854 to see a 2 minute video 
made by NCJW California to encourage voting in the 
November 2016 election. More than ever the words of these 
children who spoke out then pierce our conscience so that we 
are moved to exercise our vote this year with A Faith in the 
Future. A Belief in Action. 

NCJW LONG BEACH ANNOUNCES 2019 HANNAH G. SOLOMON 
AWARD HONOREE
by Linda C. Fox, President

At our February 24, 2019 Charter Day celebration at Old Ranch Country Club,  Kathryn Miles, Executive 
Director of Jewish Family & Children's Service of Long Beach & West Orange County will be honored as the 
Hannah G. Solomon Award recipient. The work of JFCS is captured in their motto  "A Community Healed, 
One Person, One Family at a Time."  

Since her arrival  Kathryn has continued to enhance the relationship between NCJW and JFCS. She works 
hard to lead an organization open to all in need, an organization that represents the values upon which 
NCJW is built: "Founded by the women of NCJW, JFCS proudly embraces our history" (from the online 
welcome page of JFCS). Kathryn embodies the qualities of our founder: she is strong, resilient, social justice 
oriented, an advocate for people from every walk of life, and above all,  a problem solver.  Not only is 
Kathryn widely known in the Jewish community and beyond, she is our NCJW member as well. We are 
thrilled to be able to honor Kathryn Miles and in so doing, JFCS.  Save the date and plan to join us.
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As “a grassroots organization of volunteers and advocates who turn progressive ideals into action”, “NCJW strives for social 
justice by improving the quality of life for women, children and families.” One of our national Resolutions is to” Advance the 
well-being of children and families through laws, policies, and employment practices that allow workers to meet both family and 
work responsibilities.”

We support Measure WW on the Long Beach ballot because it affects the working conditions for the 85% of Long Beach hotel 
workers who are women, many of whom are immigrants and the sole support of their families. The measure provides for the 
physical safety of these women in two ways: panic buttons to protect them from sexual assault as well as protection from 
excessive workloads. NCJW Long Beach has for the past 4 years supported the proposed ordinance originally called Claudia’s 
Law, named for a hotel housekeeper who, having worked an excessive workload, collapsed with a disabling stroke.  Both the 
immediate past and the current NCJW Long Beach presidents spoke in favor of the ordinance at City Council in 2017 and 2018.  
Additionally, our Section helped to gather enough citizen signatures on petitions to put the measure on the current ballot when 
the Council could not agree on a comprehensive ordinance. 

Please vote YES on ballot measure WW if you are a Long Beach resident, and stand with women who need your support.  
Although our local city council agreed in September to create an ordinance that will assure that all hotels in Long Beach provide 
their employees with panic buttons, that alone will not help when 82% of hotel employees have reported that they have been 
subject to verbal aggression or incidents of “deviant customer actions on the job.”  Offenders can be supervisors, or 
non-employees such as hotel guests. Remember that most sexual assaults go unreported according to the U.S. Justice 
Department. It will not help with abusive working conditions demanding more that 10 hours workdays and excessive demands 
such as cleaning more than 20 beds and up to 5000 square feet in a day‘s work!

Please read the “Argument in Favor or Measure WW” in your official Sample Ballot that is signed by 5 Long Beach Housekeepers.  
Current hotel work practices have not changed in the last 4 years that the Housekeepers have promoted Claudia’s Law; it will 
take your vote to make a difference. 

NCJW LONG BEACH SUPPORTS PASSING MEASURE WW
by Lisa Raufman, Co-VP Advocacy and Legislation

NCJW HOSTS ANNUAL 
THANKSGIVING TEA
by Barbara Cohen, Co-VP Community Service 

CELEBRATE CHANUKAH!
by Barbara Millman, VP Programs

Do you need a break from what we are seeing on TV? I have a 
one word answer-Chanukah! Diane Merrick has again offered 
her lovely home to help us celebrate with a pot luck brunch. 
This event will take place on Sunday, December 9th, starting at 
10:00 am. Diane has requested that you call her to RSVP at 
(657) 235-2511 or email at info@ncjwlongbeach.org and let 
her know what delicious contribution you are going to make 
(or buy).  She has offered to have a raffle of her beautiful 
hand-made jewelry as a fund-raiser. She also suggested that 
we collect food for the college students  we have been 
assisting at the Long Beach City College food pantry. It is 
requested that food be nutritious, in single servings and easy 
to prepare. Some suggestions are healthy power bars, single 
servings of oatmeal and macaroni that come in bowls, 
individual packages of nuts or any other healthy items that you 
might think are suitable. We always have so much fun getting 
together and visiting. We welcome prospective members, so if 
you know of anyone who needs a fun break, bring her along.

Come to the annual NCJW 
Thanksgiving Tea and learn 
about the outstanding work 
done by the agency For the 
Child. This program, based in 
Long Beach, treats about 900 
children annually who have 
been abused or have mental 
health issues.  In addition 
they staff nine children's 
waiting rooms at LA Superior 
Courts. Information about the agency, which provides a variety 
of family services, will be discussed by the Executive Director, 
Michele Winterstein.

Join us for tea on November 15th 
at the Alpert Jewish Community Center at 2 p.m.  
$5 per person in advance and $7.00 at the door.  

Checks can be mailed to Dawn Haldane at the Alpert JCC
3801 Willow Street, Long Beach, CA, 90815.

RSVP to info@ncjwlongbeach.org or (657) 235-2511

We ask that you bring food for Thanksgiving Baskets for the 125 
families in need served by For The Child that include about 300 
children. NCJW has been providing support for this program for 
several years and they depend upon us! Please bring food 
donations based on your name below: 
 A thru H Canned fruit and fruit juices
 I thru R  Boxed mashed  potatoes, bags of  
   turkey stuffing, and canned gravy
 S thru Z  Canned cranberry sauce and   
   vegetables including yams
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This year the Shirley Stein Book Review co-sponsored by the 
Sharon- Carmel Hadassah will be held on Tuesday, January 15, 2019 
at The Grand starting at 10:30 am. We are fortunate to have Leslie 
Schwartz review her memoir The Lost Chapters Finding Recovery & 
Renewal One Book At A Time. She has published novels, short stories, 
articles and taught writing at the college level. In 2014 she was 
sentenced to 90 days in Los Angeles County Jail for a DUI and battery 
of an officer. The book is a powerful, skillfully woven memoir of 
redemption and reading, as told through the list of books she read 
and the stories of her fellow inmates. She will be bringing copies of 
her book, which can be purchased and autographed. To RSVP please 
mail check for $36 payable to NCJW by January 9th to Dawn Haldane, 
Alpert Jewish Community Center, 3801 E. Willow St. Long Beach, 
CA  90815.

SHIRLEY STEIN BOOK REVIEW LUNCHEON
by Barbara Millman, VP Programs

Since I retired in 2016, I have had the luxury to choose what I want to do with my time.
I must say that my first year of retirement involved lots of relaxing, socializing, traveling, 
and watching reruns of Law and Order. But by year two, I was ready to embrace a new life. 
NCJW has been an inspiration to me to get involved in causes that I believe in. Not long 
ago, we were encouraged by NCJW to attend a meeting at Temple Israel concerning the 
condition of incarcerated immigrants. Different agencies spoke about what is going on. 
Among them was a group called Friends of Orange County Detainees (FOCD). I was 
inspired by what they do and so my husband, Jared, and I went to a two-hour training on a 
Sunday at a church in Newport Beach. FOCD did a wonderful job explaining how their 
system works and gave us step by step directions. We looked at each other afterwards and 
said: “We can do this!”. The minimum commitment is to visit at least one detainee a 
month. In Orange County there is one minimum-security jail in Irvine which houses both 
men and women. When you visit there, you sit at tables across from the person you are 
visiting. At the maximum-security jail in the city of Orange, which houses only men, you 
speak with the detainee via telephone through glass. You have a half hour to speak and 
the time flies by. In your training you learn about what to talk about and what to expect. 
As of this writing, I have visited the same person three times and my husband has come 
with me once. We are going to continue visiting him and plan on adding another person to 
visit soon. The detainees sign up to be visited and are so appreciative. There are not 
enough visitors for all of the detainees who sign up. I hope you will consider visiting, the 
reward is priceless.

For information, contact FOCD at friendsofocdetainees@gmail.com or call 949 682-5053

VISITING IMMIGRATION DETAINEES 
by Trish Goldin, Member at Large        

NCJW’s Washington Institute is coming April 7-9, 2019.  Held every three years---this 
year is it!  Regardless of the results of the upcoming election, this Washington Institute 
will be more important than ever before.  This is NCJW’s premier event, highlighting our 
commitment to advocating for women, children and families directly to our government 
officials.  And it will be the first since the National Office moved to D.C.    Plan now to 
attend.  Long Beach Section considers attendance so important that we will subsidize your 
trip so that as many of our members as possible can go.  Details, including speakers, will 
be announced soon.  If you are interested in learning more, visit the website of 
NCJW.ORG. and/or speak with Linda Fox.  In order for Long Beach to choose delegates, 
members will be asked to submit a letter of application, including a commitment to a 
leadership role.  This is an exciting time and we encourage all of our NCJW members to 
consider attending Washington Institute.

TELL WASHINGTON WHAT YOU THINK!
by Ann Millman, Co-VP Communications
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If you attended this year’s Membership Event, Chat, Chop & Chardonnay, you 
already know what a huge success it was.  There was a lot of camaraderie, with 
long-time friends enjoying time together and new friends learning about each 
other and about NCJW.   

Chef Teri Appleton-Villanueva, owner of Chef Tech Cooking School in Long Beach, 
showed us how to prepare a salad with a healthy vinaigrette and shared many 
cooking tips during the question and answer period.   

Thank you to all who attended Chat, Chop and Chardonnay and a special thank you 
to members who brought guests and were entered into the drawing for a $100 Gift 
Certificate at Chef Tech Cooking School.  Member and Tributes Chair Audrey Zahler 
was the happy winner.  We also had a successful 50/50 drawing with member 
Nancy Speizer sharing in the proceeds.

We had almost 100% attendance despite the challenges of traffic patterns due to 
the Long Beach Marathon.  We are delighted to tell you that we have 6 new 
members since the event: 5 women and 1 man.  

Thank you to our volunteers Eileen Davis and Chana Ham-Rosebrock for helping 
with set up and assisting Chef Teri, and to Jeanne Halliday and Bobbie Spiegel for 
selling Drawing Opportunity tickets.  

Your support of this event and your assistance in introducing new members to 
NCJW, Long Beach is greatly appreciated!

YOUR LOVE OF CHILDREN IS NEEDED TO HELP AT OUR 
KINDERGARTEN FESTIVALS
by Linda C. Fox, President

CHAT, CHOP & CHARDONNAY
by Michelle Gordon & Michelle Sztraicher, Co-VPs, Membership

Can you believe … that it was the year 2004 when we at 
NCJW Long Beach in the person of Barbara Wolfe were invited 
by the Long Beach Unified School District to join in the creation 
of pre-Kindergarten school festivals that would provide parents 
and children with school readiness information for those 
children entering Kindergarten the following fall?  We are so 
proud of all the volunteers who have made it happen over the 
years, and NCJW Long Beach has been an integral part of the 
“K-Fests”  each and every year. In 2018 alone we signed in 444 
families (a total of 1281 adults and children) and gave away 
684 books and 401 backpacks! 

Our NCJW volunteers may be asked to sign in families, provide 
important information for the day, (workshop schedules and 
maps of the campus)  or offer other support. These Festivals 
are an opportunity to get to know the different school 
neighborhoods, to be proud of the role NCJW plays, and of 
course, to have fun watching the excitement of these adorable 
pre-K children and their parents!

Here are the dates and designated schools for 2019. Come and enjoy a morning (and a little nosh included for worker bees, 
thanks to the impeccable service of our own Jeanne Halliday) and help make a difference in the lives of these youngsters. To 
volunteer for one or more of the dates below, call (657) 235-2511 or email at info@ncjwlongbeach.org.  And mark your 
calendars!

              •  January 12, Dooley Elementary School, 5075 Long Beach Blvd., Long Beach 90805
              •  February 2, Roosevelt Elementary School, 1575 Linden Ave., Long Beach 90813
              •  February 23, Oropeza Elementary School, 700 Locust Ave., Long Beach 90813
              •  March 9, Burcham Elementary School, 5610 Monlaco Road, Long Beach 90808

Each festival is held on a Saturday from 9:00 a.m. until noon. Doors open at 8:45 a.m., with volunteers arriving no later than 8:30 a.m.
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NCJW-LB TOURS THE CITY OF LONG BEACH MULTI-SERVICE CENTER (MSC)
by Natalie Swit, Chair Homeless Subcommittee

On Friday, October 5, 2018, 16 members and friends of NCJW-Long Beach toured the City of Long Beach’s Multi-Service Center 
(MSC) for those experiencing homelessness.  Our tour guides were Elsa Ramos, Special Projects Coordinator (and former director 
of the MSC) and Candace Facemyer, Resource Liaison, for the Homeless Services Division, Long Beach Department of Health & 
Human Services.

Elsa and Candace explained that since 1995, the Long Beach Health Department has led the Long Beach Continuum of Care 
(CoC), a local planning body funded by HUD that coordinates housing and services funding for homeless families and individuals.  
Led by the Long Beach Health Department, the Multi-Service Center (MSC) facility houses 12 public and private partner 
organizations working together to promote self-sufficiency and rebuild the lives of those experiencing homelessness. Annually, 
the MSC averages 26,000 client visits, making the MSC the primary point of entry for persons seeking homeless services 
assistance in Long Beach.  Services range from basic amenities of shower, laundry, mail and message center, to street outreach, 
van shuttle (to services and meals throughout the City), medical care, mental health services, substance abuse treatment, 
HIV/AIDS services, integrated case management, and housing coordination, and voter registration assistance.  We learned the 
fastest growing group of homeless are women and seniors.  Most impressive was the MSC’s on site free medical care for children 
and families (provided by The Children’s Clinic http://www.thechildrensclinic.org/) as well as an outdoor covered park area with 
picnic tables and a safe clean environment to obtain meals.

The City receives funds from the L.A. County Proposition “H” that was passed in March 2017 as well as the above-mentioned CoC 
funds received through HUD ($9 million was received for the 2018-2019 application process).  As one of the 11 largest cities in 
the State, the City recently received a grant in the amount of $12 million which must be used by 2020.  Tentative allocations for 
those funds are the siting and creation of a much needed year round shelter, storage facilities, and the hiring of additional 
outreach personnel.  In addition, five percent of the funds must be used for outreach to youth who are experiencing 
homelessness.

Earlier this year, Mayor Robert Garcia appointed a task force to lead an initiative called “Everyone Home Long Beach.” The task 
force which is comprised of community members, business leaders, government officials, nonprofit leaders and education 
partners met four time over the summer to learn more about how the Continuum of Care is currently operating in Long Beach, 
provide input and suggestions, and build on the comprehensive, multi-faceted plan to support individuals and families in our 
community. Their work will be turned into a formal report by City staff and will be presented to the Mayor and City Council by 
the end of the year.  The last Task Force meeting is Friday, November 9 which anyone can attend (location to be determined).  
See http://www.longbeach.gov/everyone-home-long-beach/task-force/ for more information.

HOW CAN NCJW-LONG BEACH HELP?  We can:
              •  Collect and donate clothing; especially underwear and socks;
              •  Collect towels needed for showering; donate travel size toiletries;
              •  Collect art materials and provide volunteers to teach arts/ knitting/etc.;
              •  Arrange and serve a meal(s) in the park adjoining the MSC;
              •  Donate household supplies for those transitioning to permanent housing;
              •  Participate in the Point-In-Time Homeless count to be held January 2019

For more information on how to 
assist:  
http://www.longbeach.gov/globalas
sets/health/media-library/documen
ts/services/directory/homeless-serv
ices/get-involved/give-a-hand-up

Special thanks to our Community 
Service Vice President, Barbara 
Cohen and Advocacy Chair on 
Homeless, Natalie Swit, for 
organizing this event.  If you are 
interested in assisting with the 
above-suggested action items, 
please contact either Barbara or 
Natalie at info@ncjwlongbeach.org.
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We thank all these donors who have acknowledged 
other members, family and friends on special 
circumstances in their lives with contributions to our 
organization. 

MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY
COMING SOON
by Dale Strok, Co-VP Communications

The 2016-2018 Membership Directory, printed in a bound 
booklet, became out of date as soon as someone moved or 
joined NCJW. Our plans for the next directory will help alleviate 
that problem. 

The 2018-2019 Membership Directory will be ready for 
distribution in the next several weeks.  Most members will 
receive it as an email attachment; you’ll be able to save it to 
your phone or computer and then print out as many copies as 
you wish. Those few members who get Pillars on paper will 
receive a paper printout of the directory. You will get a new 
directory once a year and an update page every few months.

We look forward to getting the new directory out to you. We 
know many of you depend on having it close at hand—you’ll 
have it very soon.

NCJW CA 2018 LOBBY DAY SCORECARD
by Sherri Sobel, Co-Executive VP

NCJW selects certain bills to support at each legislative 
season in Sacramento through consultation with all California 
Sections and advocacy leaders. In this past Spring, the largest 
NCJW contingent ever traveled to Sacramento to learn about 
the bills and lobby our legislators to vote for them. This year 
there were four bills, and they have all been decided. SB 10 is 
bail reform. After much amending the bill was signed by the 
governor, eliminating most cash bail at the discretion of trial 
judges. SB 1300 is a bill tackling sexual harassment in the 
workplace. It allows for a smoother route to disclosure, and 
other protections for employees. The bill was approved, and is 
now law. AB 900 is a bit complex. It follows the thinking that 
sexually trafficked persons are victims, not criminals, and 
would allow them to tap the State Victim Compensation Fund, 
for some additional assistance to get help to move on. This bill 
was vetoed by the governor. SB 982 would have increased the 
amount of money available to a calWORKS family trying to lift 
out of poverty by a small amount. The bill was not acted upon 
as the governor agreed to add 360 million dollars in the budget 
for that purpose. So, we prevailed on three of our supported 
bills, and lost on one. Thanks to all our members who called, 
wrote, and lobbied during this last session! 

TRIBUTE FUNDS

To: Gail & Steven Skvirsky-Bohn
From: Roz & Ned Bassin, HP

To: Nancy Leashno
In loving memory of your mother
From: Barbara Cohen, CSNF

To: Nancy Levy
Happy Birthday and Mazel tov
From: Joanne and Jerry Levy , GF

To: Sylvia Manheim 
Happy Birthday
From: Nancy Speizer, CSNF

To: Dr. & Mrs. Bob Minow
In memory of your friend
From: Dr.Allan Lieberthal, HPF

To: Joy Rosenthal
In loving memory of George
From: Roz Bassin, HPF

To: Donald Fike and Family
In loving memory of Diane Fike
From: Louise Sperr, HPF
Helen Barrad, HPF
Ilsebill Wolfe, GF
Dale and Mike Strok, CSNF
Barbara Wolfe, GF
Barbara Millman, SF
Linda Fox, HPF
Sylvia Manheim, HPF
Ann Millman, GF

To: Tybie Becker 
In loving memory of your sister, Helen
Helen Barrad, HPF

GF: General Fund
HPF: Hug Pack Fund
DVF: Domestic Violence Fund
SOF: Senior Outreach Fund
SF: Linda Calderón Memorial Scholarship Fund
KFF: Denise Berro Kindergarten Festival Fund
CSNF: College Student Nutrition Fund

PLEASE SEND YOUR TRIBUTES TO AUDREY ZAHLER.

NCJW sends deepest sympathy to:
Joy Rosenthal, Life member, whose dear husband, George 
Rosenthal, died on September 20.

Don Fike, whose dear wife, our Life member Diane Fike, died 
on September 29. Diane kept our financial accounts in 
excellent shape as our long-time Treasurer, and consistently 
apprised our board of how our investments were progressing, 
as Chair of the Investment Committee. She will be missed.

NCJW sends loving get well wishes to:
Barbara Alpert
Barbara Miller
Ruth Cooperman

PLEASE NOTIFY CARING CORNER CHAIR, HARRIETTE 
ELLIS if you know of any of our members who are ill, or have 
passed away, or of awards, honors, or special celebrations, 
at (657) 235-2511 or email at info@ncjwlongbeach.org. 
NCJW wants to know!

CARING CORNER
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